
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS 
 
 
Tuesday, October 29, 2013   12:00 p.m. Room 327 House Office Building 
 
 
The House Standing Committee on Elections and Ethics was called to order by Representative 
Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Posthumus Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Outman, Yonker, 
Haugh, Lane and Schor. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Callton. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to adopt the minutes of the October 22, 2013, meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Posthumus Lyons laid HB 4878 before the committee: 
 
HB 4878 (Jacobsen) Elections; polling places; super voter precincts; require secretary of 

state to establish pilot project, permit certain election precinct 
consolidations, permit certain county clerks to conduct election 
administration duties for local governments, and require the 
secretary of state to establish a pilot project allowing the bureau of 
elections to handle the qualified voter file list maintenance. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Jacobsen, sponsor of HB 4878, explained his bill and a proposed substitute (H-
2) to the committee. 
 
Tom Frazier, representing the Michigan Townships Association, testified indicating a neutral 
position on the substitute. 
 
The following people submitted cards on HB 4878 but did not wish to speak: 
 
Mike Batterbee, representing the Michigan Secretary of State, in support. 
 



Elections and Ethics Committee 
Page 2 of 3 
10/29/2013 

Bill Zaagman from Governmental Consultant Services Inc., representing the Michigan 
Association of County Clerks, in support. 
 
Bill Zaagman from Governmental Consultant Services Inc., representing the Michigan 
Association of Municipal Clerks, neutral. 
 
Nikki Brown, representing the Michigan Municipal League, neutral. 

 
Representative Yonker moved to adopt Substitute (H-2) to HB 4878. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Outman, Yonker, Haugh, Lane and Schor, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Chair Posthumus Lyons laid HB 4887 before the committee: 
 
HB 4887 (Lauwers) Property tax; millage; millage elections; limit to November general 

election. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Lauwers testified before the committee in support of HB 4887 and a proposed 
substitute (H-1). 
 
The Chair placed the committee at ease, the time being 12:10 p.m. 
 
The Chair called the committee back to order, the time being 12:15 p.m. 
 
The Chair returned to the consideration of HB 4878 (H-2). 
 
Representative Cotter moved to report HB 4878 with recommendation as substitute (H-2). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Outman, Yonker, Haugh, Lane and Schor, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
The Chair returned to the consideration of HB 4887. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4887. 
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The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Outman, Yonker, Haugh, Lane and Schor, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

The following people submitted cards on HB 4887 but did not testify: 
 

Samantha Harkins, representing the Michigan Municipal League, in opposition. 
Tricia Kinley, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, in support. 
Mike Batterbee, representing the Michigan Secretary of State, neutral. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to excuse Representative Callton from the committee meeting.  
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 12:20 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Elections and Ethics 
Doug Simon 
Acting Committee Clerk 
517-373-8099 
20 Minutes 
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