
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS 
 
 
Tuesday, December 10, 2013   9:00 a.m. Room 308 House Office Building 
 
 
The House Standing Committee on Elections and Ethics was called to order by Representative 
Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Posthumus Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Callton, Outman, 
Yonker, Haugh, Lane and Schor. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
Representative Yonker moved to adopt the minutes of the December 3, 2013, meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Posthumus Lyons laid SB 440, SB 441, and SB 661 before the committee: 
 
SB 440 (Robertson) Campaign finance; statements and reports; threshold for candidate 

committee to file electronically; reduce. 
 
SB 441 (Robertson) Campaign finance; statements and reports; electronic filing and 

internet disclosure system; allow counties to adopt. 
 
SB 661 (Meekhof) Campaign finance; contributions and expenditures; general 

amendments; provide for. 
 
On December 3, 2013, an amendment was adopted to SB 661. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Ray Morganti, representing the Michigan Defense Trial Counsel, testified and submitted written 
testimony in opposition to the SB 661. 
 
The following people submitted a card but did not wish to speak: 
 
Judy Karandjeff, representing the League of Women Voters, opposes SB 661. 
Melanie McElroy, representing Common Cause-MI, opposes SB 661. 
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Jim Holcomb, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, supports SB 661. 
 
Chair Posthumus-Lyons placed the committee at ease @ 9:13 a.m. 
The committee reconvened at 9:29 a.m. 
 
Representative Outman moved to report SB 440 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Representatives Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Outman, Yonker, Haugh, Lane and Schor, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representative Callton. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to report SB 441 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Representatives Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Callton, Outman, Yonker, Haugh, Lane and 
Schor, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Schor offered the following amendments to SB 661: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 27, by striking out all of section 6. 
 2. Amend page 19, following line 15, by inserting:  
 "SEC. 48. (1) A PERSON WHO PAYS FOR THE PUBLICATION OF A 
COMMUNICATION THAT REFERENCES A CANDIDATE OR BALLOT QUESTION 
WITHIN 60 DAYS OF AN ELECTION IN WHICH THAT CANDIDATE OR BALLOT 
QUESTION IS ON THE BALLOT SHALL SUBMIT A REPORT TO THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE UNDER SUBSECTION (2) WITHIN 7 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OR BROADCAST OF THE COMMUNICATION. 
 (2) A REPORT REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (1) SHALL BE SUBMITTED 
ELECTRONICALLY OVER THE INTERNET IN THE MANNER PRESCRIBED BY THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE. THE REPORT SHALL INCLUDE ALL OF THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION: 
 (A) THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE PERSON WHO PAID FOR THE 
COMMUNICATION. 
 (B) THE COST OF PUBLISHING OR BROADCASTING THE COMMUNICATION. 
 (C) THE FULL NAME AND STREET ADDRESS OF EACH PERSON FROM 
WHOM THE PERSON WHO PAID FOR THE PUBLICATION OR BROADCAST 
RECEIVED MONEY THAT WAS INTENDED BY THE PERSON GIVING THE MONEY 
TO BE USED OR THAT WAS ACTUALLY USED TO PAY FOR THE PUBLICATION OR 
BROADCAST, AND THE AMOUNT OF MONEY RECEIVED. 
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 (3) WITHIN 24 HOURS AFTER RECEIVING THE INFORMATION UNDER 
SUBSECTION (2), THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL POST THAT INFORMATION 
ON THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S INTERNET WEBSITE. 
 (4) A PERSON WHO FAILS TO FILE A REPORT AS REQUIRED BY 
SUBSECTION (1) SHALL PAY A LATE FILING FEE THAT SHALL NOT EXCEED THE 
LESSER OF THE FOLLOWING: 
 (A) THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF THE COST OF PUBLISHING OR 
BROADCASTING THE COMMUNICATION. 
 (B) $2,000.00, DETERMINED AS FOLLOWS: 
 (i) TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS FOR EACH BUSINESS DAY THAT THE REPORT 
REMAINS UNFILED. 
 (ii) AN ADDITIONAL $25.00 FOR EACH BUSINESS DAY AFTER THE FIRST 3 
BUSINESS DAYS THAT THE REPORT REMAINS UNFILED. 
 (iii) AN ADDITIONAL $50.00 FOR EACH BUSINESS DAY AFTER THE FIRST 10 
BUSINESS DAYS THAT THE REPORT REMAINS UNFILED.". 
 
Representative Schor moved to adopt the amendments. 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 3-5-1. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Representatives Haugh, Lane, Schor, 
 Nays: Representatives Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Outman and Yonker, 
 Pass: Representative Callton. 
 
Representative Schor offered the following amendments to SB 661: 
 
 1. Amend page 18, line 18, by striking out all of section 46. 
 2. Amend page 19, line 17, after "to" by striking out "SECTION 46 AND". 
 3. Amend page 19, line 22, after "(a)" by striking out "$6,800.00" and inserting 
"$3,400.00". 
 4. Amend page 19, line 26, after "(b)" by striking out "$2,000.00" and inserting 
"$1,000.00". 
 5. Amend page 20, line 3, after "(c)" by striking out "$1,000.00" and inserting 
"$500.00". 
 6. Amend page 24, line 22, by striking out all of section 52a. 
 7. Amend page 28, line 6, by striking out all of section 69. 
 
Representative Schor moved to adopt the amendments. 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 3-5-1. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Representatives Haugh, Lane, Schor, 
 Nays: Representatives Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Outman and Yonker, 
 Pass: Representative Callton. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report SB 661 with recommendation as amended. 
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The motion prevailed by a vote of 5-4-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Representatives Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Outman, Yonker,  
 Nays: Representatives Callton, Haugh, Lane and Schor, 
 Pass: None. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 9:36 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Elections and Ethics 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-8099 
36 Minutes 
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