
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014  9:00 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Nesbitt, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, 
Outman, Pettalia, Price, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Howrylak, Stallworth, Hobbs, Nathan, 
LaVoy, Lane, Brunner, Yanez, Lamonte, Phelps. 
ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Schmidt. 
 
Representative Shirkey made a made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of January 28, 
2014.  No objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Representative Franz made a motion to excuse absent members.  No objections being offered, 
absent members were excused.  
 
The Chair laid the following bills before the Committee.  
 
HB 4885 (Nesbitt) Taxation; severance; tax on production of oil and gas produced by 

enhanced recovery projects; reduce. 
HB 5254 (Outman) Natural resources; gas and oil; pipeline definition; expand to 

include pipelines carrying carbon dioxide gas for certain purposes. 
HB 5255 (Stallworth) Natural resources; gas and oil; condemnation authority for 

pipelines; expand to include pipelines carrying carbon dioxide for 
certain purposes. 

HB 5274 (Pettalia) Natural resources; gas and oil; regulations for carbon dioxide 
pipelines; provide for. 

 
Chair Nesbitt stated that votes would be taken on these bills at this time.  
 
Representative Shirkey made a motion to adopt HB 5254 (H-2). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, Outman, Pettalia, 
Price, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Howrylak, Stallworth, Hobbs, LaVoy, Lane, Brunner, 
Yanez, Lamonte, Phelps. (20/22) 
Nays:  None. (0/22) 
Pass: None. (0/22) (20/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Outman made a motion to adopt HB 5255 (H-1). 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, Outman, Pettalia, 
Price, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Stallworth, Hobbs, LaVoy, Lane, Brunner, Yanez, Phelps. 
(18/22) 
Nays:  None. (0/22) 
Pass:  Representatives Howrylak, Lamonte. (2/22) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Pettalia made a motion to adopt HB 5274 (H-1). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, Outman, Pettalia, 
Price, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Stallworth, Hobbs, LaVoy, Lane, Brunner, Yanez, Lamonte, 
Phelps. (19/22) 
Nays:  None. (0/22) 
Pass:  Representative Howrylak. (1/22)  (19/0/1) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Franz made a motion to report HB 4885 (H-2) with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, Outman, Pettalia, 
Price, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Howrylak, Stallworth, LaVoy, Lane, Brunner, Yanez, 
Phelps. (18/22) 
Nays:  None. (0/22) 
Pass:  Representatives Hobbs, Lamonte. (2/22) (18/0/2) 
 
Representative Shirkey made a motion to report HB 5254 (H-2) with recommendation.  
 
Yeas:  Representatives Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, Outman, Pettalia, 
Price, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Howrylak, Stallworth, LaVoy, Lane, Brunner, Yanez, 
Phelps. (18/22) 
Nays:  None. (0/22) 
Pass:  Representatives Hobbs, Lamonte. (2/22)  (18/0/2) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Stallworth made a motion to report HB 5255 (H-1) with recommendation.  
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Yeas:  Representatives Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, Outman, Pettalia, 
Price, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Stallworth, LaVoy, Lane, Brunner, Yanez, Phelps. (17/22) 
Nays: None. (0/22) 
Pass:  Representatives Howrylak, Hobbs, Lamonte. (3/22)  (17/0/3) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Shirkey made a motion to report HB 5274 (H-1) with recommendation.  
 
Yeas:  Representatives Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, Outman, Pettalia, 
Price, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Stallworth, LaVoy, Lane, Brunner, Yanez, Phelps. (17/22) 
Nays:  None. (0/22) 
Pass:  Representatives Howrylak, Hobbs, Lamonte. (3/22) (17/0/3) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed. 
  
Hal Fitch, representing the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, submitted a card 
indicating support for HB 4885. 
 
Bob Mannes, representing Cope Energy, submitted a card indicating support for HB 5274.  
 
Paul Collins, representing Merit Energy, submitted a card indicating support for HB 5274. 
 
Frank Mortl, representing the Michigan Oil and Gas Association, submitted a card in support of 
HB 4885, HB 5254, HB 5255, and HB 5274.  
 
The Chair laid the following bill before the Committee. 
  
HB 5013 (Stamas) Public utilities; electric utilities; certain industrial customers; allow 

to negotiate new contracts, and remove sunset. 
 
Representative Stamas reviewed the provisions of HB 5013 with the Committee. 
 
Valerie Brader, representing Governor Snyder, spoke to the Committee regarding HB 5013. 
 
Jason Geer, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, spoke to the Committee in 
opposition to HB 5013. 
 
Aaron Howald, Rod Williamson and Andy Coularis, representing Hemlock Semiconductor 
(HSC), provided a presentation to the Committee and reviewed the following topics:  an 
overview of Hemlock Semiconductor; Hemlock Semiconductor products; the electronics and 
solar energy supply chain; what HSC means for Michigan; energy costs critical to HSC  
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competitiveness; production costs (impact of E-1 expiration); energy intensive and trade 
exposed; what is the E-1 rate?; what does HB 5013 do?; the HSC desire to find a long-term 
solution that makes Michigan a competitive place to manufacture; and the bottom line.  
 
Doug Roberts, representing Consumers Energy, reviewed concerns regarding HB 5013 with the 
Committee. 
 
Brian O’Connell and Dan Voss, representing General Motors, spoke to the Committee and 
indicated opposition to HB 5013. 
 
Cami Pendell, representing ABATE, submitted a card and written testimony indicating 
opposition to HB 5013. 
 
Subsequent to discussion, Chair Nesbitt declared the meeting adjourned, the time being 11:03 
a.m. 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Aric Nesbitt, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk (517) 373-8538 
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