
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Tuesday, April 30, 2013  9:00 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Nesbitt, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, Outman, 
Pettalia, Price, Schmidt, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Stallworth, Hobbs, LaVoy, Lane, Brunner, 
Yanez, Lamonte. 
ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Nathan.  
 
Representative Farrington made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of April 23, 2013.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Representative Farrington made a motion to excuse absent members. No objections being offered, 
absent members were excused. 
 
The Chair laid the following bills before the Committee.  
 
HB 4591 (Nesbitt) Occupations; electricians; installation of certain home monitoring systems 

without electrician's license; authorize for registered or licensed security 
alarm providers. 

 
HB 4592 (Jacobsen) Occupations; mechanical contractors; installation of certain home 

thermostats under Forbes mechanical contractors act; authorize for 
security alarm system providers. 

 
Chair Nesbitt and Representative Jacobsen spoke to the Committee regarding the provisions of HB 4591 
and HB 4592. 
 
The following individuals spoke to the Committee regarding the provisions of HB 4591 and HB 4592: 
 Matt Groen and Mike Ashton, representing the Michigan Cable Telecommunications 
Association, in support of the bills 
 Frank Waters, Keith Lambert,  and Jon Paradine, representing the Michigan Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, neutral on the bills  
 Nikki Brown, representing the Michigan Municipal League, expressing concerns on the bills 
 
The following individuals spoke to the Committee regarding HB 4591: 
 Dennis Gould, representing the Mid-Michigan Electrical Contractors Association, in opposition 
 Mike Crawford, representing the Michigan Chapter, National Electrical Contractors Association, 
in opposition 
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The following individuals spoke to the Committee regarding the provisions of HB 4592: 
 Cynthia Maher, representing the Michigan Plumbing and Mechanical Contractors Association, in 
opposition 
 Ronald Sandlieus, representing the Michigan Chapter of Air Conditioning Contractors of 
America, in opposition 
  
Cards for HB 4591 and HB 4592 were submitted by: 
 Jim Kirsch, representing AT&T, in support 
 Isabelle Terry of Rockford, Michigan, in support 
 
Randy Gross and Gregory Ioanidis, representing ITC Holdings, provided a presentation to the 
Committee regarding electric transmission.  Topics reviewed included:  an overview of ITC; the power 
flow process; PA 141 of 2000; ITC history; charitable giving in Michigan; supporting Michigan 
business; ITC system statistics; operational excellence; Michigan transmission projects; the Thumb 
Loop Project; regulation; transmission component of an electric bill; regional transmission 
organizations; MISO; Michigan's connectivity with MISO; MISO's cost/benefit analysis chart;  the 
August 2003 Northeast blackout and consequences of the blackout; transmission policy and current 
events; the Energy industry today and tomorrow; transmission as a facilitator; the creation of highly-
skilled jobs; and expansion and ITC/Entergy transaction. 
 
Randy Statterfield, representing the American Transmission Company (ATC) provided a presentation to 
the Committee regarding ATC's track record for building and operating transmission.  Items reviewed 
included: ATC and Michigan; reliability; economics; renewable connections; engaging stakeholders; 
environmental stewardship; and ATC projects. 
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Nesbitt declared the meeting adjourned, 
the time being 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Representative Aric Nesbitt, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk (517)  373-8538 
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