
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Tuesday, May 7, 2013  9:00 a.m.  Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Nesbitt, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Representatives Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, Outman, 
Pettalia, Price, Schmidt, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Stallworth, Hobbs, Nathan, LaVoy, Lane, 
Brunner, Yanez, Lamonte. 
 
Representative Farrington made a motion to accept the minutes of the meeting of April 30, 2013.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Presentations related to PA 286 of 2008 were provided by: 
 
 Jim Weeks, representing the Michigan Municipal Electric Association 
 Topics reviewed included: Michigan "Public Power"; MMEA Members; Municipal 
Characteristic/Controlling Authorities; Where "Public Power" Serves; Joint Action Agencies; Holland 
Board of Public Works,  the Holland Community Energy Plan, Holland Electric Generation, Holland's 
Combined Cycle Plant; the Lansing Board of Water and Light; Environmental Commitment; Planning 
Process; and the REP Town Plant.  
 
 Michael MacDonald, representing Alticor Corporation 
 Topics reviewed included:   background of Alticor/Amway; partnership with Wolverine; long-
term energy portfolio and renewable energy; and retail open access. 
 
 Steve Landaal, representing Landaal Packaging and the Flint Genesee Chamber 
 Topics reviewed included:  background of Landaal Packaging; newly-opened packaging 
innovation center; principles of operation; the current energy law and economic prosperity; the current 
cap on market deregulation;  and the possible effect of expanding deregulation. 
 
 Jennifer Sterner-Burner, representing Marathon Petroleum Company LP 
 Topics reviewed included: Marathon Petroleum Assets; Marathon Petroleum Investing in 
Michigan; Detroit Heavy Oil Upgrade Project; the current situation of electricity rates in Michigan; how 
Michigan electricity rates compare vs. U.S. National Average, Industrial Customers, Commercial 
Customers, Residential Customers, Marathon Petroleum, and the Midwest Refinery Supplier Corridor; 
and Michigan's Electricity Policy Solutions to High Costs. 
 
 Doug DeYoung, representing the Northern Michigan Chamber Alliance 
 Topics reviewed included:  groups represented by the Chamber Alliance; concerns about an 
increase in the participation cap in Michigan's Electric Choice Program; electricity supply; and 
Michigan's response to an increase in the demand of electricity. 
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 David Fein, representing Exelon/Constellation  
 Topics reviewed included: Why Michigan needs to enact legislation now regarding energy 
policy; Exelon Corporation: A National Energy Leader; Exelon Constellation as a leading provider of 
energy solutions; investment in Michigan; restructured and successful Exelon utilities; competition and 
utility investments and the commitment to safety and reliability; that reliability is a regional issue; that 
competition enhances reliability; customers in competitive states are saving money; and electric 
competition will benefit Michigan. 
 
 Jim Beaubien, representing DTE Energy/International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
(IBEW) Local 17 
 Topics reviewed included: support of a fully regulated structure for electricity; the physics of 
electricity; choice customers; MISO and lack of investment in restructured plants; the next generation of 
power plants; and operation of coal power plants. 
 
 James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council 
 Topics covered included: integrated resource planning in PA 286 of 2008;  exemptions and 
expenditures; long-term planning; regulatory structure; minimizing risk, protect costs for customers; 
providing reliability; and protecting health and the environment. 
 
 Peter Wong, representing the Roy Smith Company 
 Mr. Wong did not speak to the Committee and indicated that he would submit a written 
statement.  
   
A card was submitted by Bonnie Bochniak, representing the Michigan Business and Professional 
Association.  
 
Subsequent to the presentations and discussion, Chair Nesbitt declared the meeting adjourned, the time 
being 11:01 a.m. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Representative Aric Nesbitt, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk (517) 373-8538 
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