
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Tuesday, October 15, 2013   9:00 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Nesbitt, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Representatives  Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, Outman, 
Pettalia, Price, Schmidt, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Stallworth, Hobbs, Nathan, LaVoy, Brunner, 
Yanez, Lamonte. 
ABSENT/EXCUSED: Representative Lane. 
 
Representative Schmidt made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of October 8, 2013.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Representative Franz made a motion to excuse absent members.  No objections being offered, absent 
members were excused.  
 
The Chair laid the following bills before the Committee.  
 
SB 539 (Nofs) Torts; governmental immunity; underground facility damage prevention; 

define as proprietary function. 
 
SB 540 (Nofs) Public utilities; consumer services; MISS DIG underground facility 

damage prevention and safety act; create. 
 
Senator Nofs reviewed the provisions of the bills with Committee members. 
 
The following individuals spoke to the Committee regarding SB 539 and SB 540. 
 Rob Coppersmith, representing Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Assocation, in 
support 
 Jim Ault, representing the Michigan Electric and Gas Association, in support 
 Damion Frasier, representing Miss Dig, in support 
 Matt Smego, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau, in support 
 John Cool, representing the Michigan Railroads Association and Norfolk Southern, neutral  
 Herbert Smith, representing Norfolk Southern 
 Bob Stewart, representing Frontier Communications, in support 
 
Cards for SB 539 and SB 540 were submitted by: 
 Larry Julian, representing the Michigan Soybean Association, in support 
 Cathy Wilson, representing Consumers Energy, in support 
 Ryan Wardin, representing Century Link, in support 
 Tiffany Hauser, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber, in support 
 Jim Kirsch, representing AT&T, in support 
 Chrissy Beckwith, representing Semco Energy, in support 
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 Tom Frazier, representing the Michigan Townships Association, neutral with concerns  

Susan Schlaybaugh, representing the Michigan Electric Cooperative Association, in support 
 Jim Weeks, representing the Michigan Municipal Electric Association, neutral 
 Mike Byrne, representing the Michigan Public Service Committee (MPSC), in support 
 Ed Noyola, representing the County Road Association of Michigan, in support 
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Nesbitt declared the meeting adjourned, 
the time being 10:19 a.m. 
 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Representative Aric Nesbitt, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk (517) 373-8538 
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