
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Tuesday, December 3, 2013   9:00 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Nesbitt, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Representatives Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, Outman, 
Pettalia, Price, Schmidt, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Stallworth, Hobbs, Lane, Brunner, Yanez, 
Lamonte.  
ABSENT/EXCUSED: Representatives Nathan, LaVoy.  
 
Representative Franz made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of November 12, 2013.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Representative Schmidt made a motion to excuse absent members.  No objections being offered, absent 
members were excused. 
 
Sarah Howes, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) Legislative Liaison introduced 
Hal Fitch, Chief of the MDEQ Office on Oil, Gas, and Minerals, and Brad Wurfel, MDEQ, who 
provided a presentation regarding oil and gas development in Michigan through the use of hydraulic 
fracturing.  Topics reviewed included:  active wells; Michigan oil and gas regulations; a definition of 
hydraulic fracturing; the history of hydraulic fracturing; applications and permits for wells with high-
volume hydraulic fracturing since 2008; existing regulatory safeguards for hydraulic fracturing; water 
use; groundwater contamination; gas in water wells from natural sources; flowback water management; 
spill containment; current regulations on chemical disclosure; air quality protection; a draft proposal for 
rules revision; four main issues, including water withdrawals, baseline water sampling, monitoring and 
reporting, and chemical addictive disclosure; an improved access to information; and next steps.  
 
George Carr, representing the Michigan Groundwater Association, commented on the water withdrawal 
assessment tool.  
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Nesbitt declared the meeting adjourned, 
the time being 10:20 a.m. 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Representative Aric Nesbitt, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk (517) 373-8538 
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