
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

FINANCIAL LIABILITY REFORM 
 
 
Thursday, January 23, 2014   9:00 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building 
 
 
The House Standing Committee on Financial Liability Reform was called to order by 
Representative Earl Poleski, Chair. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Poleski, Victory, Denby, McMillin, Schmidt, Callton, 
Jacobsen, Cavanagh, Irwin and Robinson. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Barnett. 
 
Chair Poleski introduced the new members of the committee:  Representative Barnett replacing 
Representative Talabi and Representative Jacobsen replacing Representative Shirkey. 
 
Chair Poleski laid HJR CC and SJR V before the committee: 
 
HJR CC (Franz) Legislature; other; federal balanced budget amendment; petition 

congress. 
 
SJR V (Green) Legislature; other; federal balanced budget amendment; petition 

congress. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Franz, sponsor of HJR CC, explained his joint resolution to the committee. 
 
Senator Green, sponsor of SJR V, explained his joint resolution to the committee. 
 
William Fruth, representing the Balanced Budget Task Force, testified and submitted a handout 
in support of the joint resolutions. 
 
Representative Schmidt moved to adopt the minutes of the December 5, 2013, meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Charles Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), testified 
and submitted written testimony in support of the joint resolutions. 
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The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony but did not wish to speak: 
 
Karen Holcomb-Merrill, representing the Michigan League for Public Policy, opposes the joint 
resolutions. 
Michael Keller, representing the AFL-CIO, opposes the joint resolutions. 
Tim Hughes, representing the UAW, opposes the joint resolutions. 
Nick Ciaramitaro, representing AFSCME Council 25, opposes the joint resolutions. 
 
Representative Victory moved to excuse Representative Barnett from the meeting.  There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 10:09 a.m. 
  
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Earl Poleski, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Financial Liability Reform 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 9 Minutes 
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