
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

FINANCIAL LIABILITY REFORM 
 
 
Thursday, December 5, 2013    9:00 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building 
 
 
The House Standing Committee on Financial Liability Reform was called to order by 
Representative Earl Poleski, Chair. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Poleski, Victory, Denby, McMillin, Schmidt, Shirkey, 
Callton, Cavanagh, Talabi, Irwin and Robinson. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None.  
 
Chair Poleski laid SB 442 and SB 443 before the committee: 
 
SB 442 (Marleau) Education; school districts; requirement for levy of taxes to collect 

judgment against a school district; modify in revised school code. 
 
SB 443 (Marleau) Civil procedure; other; collection of judgement against a school 

district; limit. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Senator Marleau, sponsor of SB 442 and SB 443, explained his bills to the committee. 

 
Representative Greimel, representing the 29th district, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Tricia Kinley, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Chair Poleski laid SB 541, SB 542, SB 543, SB 544 and SB 545 before the committee: 
 
SB 541 (Robertson) Public employees and officers; compensation and benefits; definition 

of medical benefit plan; clarify exclusion of employer funding for 
retirement health care benefits. 

 
SB 542 (Caswell) Public employees and officers; compensation and benefits; maximum 

public employer contribution limit; clarify, and provide for 
adjustment. 

 
SB 543 (Nofs) Public employees and officers; compensation and benefits; total 

annual cost calculation; clarify that certain payments and assessments 
are not included. 
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SB 544 (Casperson) Public employees and officers; compensation and benefits; exclusion 

of existing contracts; clarify date after which the expenditure limits 
apply. 

 
SB 545 (Jansen) Public employees and officers; compensation and benefits; local 

governing body exemption; require vote before the beginning of the 
medical benefit plan coverage year. 

 
On November 14, 2013, substitutes were adopted for SB 541, SB 542 and SB 543. 
 
Representative Denby moved to report SB 541 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:  
 Yeas:  Representatives Poleski, Victory, Denby, McMillin, Schmidt, Shirkey, Callton, 
Cavanagh, Talabi, Irwin, 
 Nays:  Representative Robinson, 
 Pass:   None. 
 
Representative Victory moved to report SB 542 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:  
 Yeas:  Representatives Poleski, Victory, Denby, McMillin, Schmidt, Shirkey, Callton, 
Cavanagh, Talabi, Irwin, 
 Nays:  Representative Robinson, 
 Pass:   None. 
 
Representative Denby moved to report SB 543 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:  
 Yeas:  Representatives Poleski, Victory, Denby, McMillin, Schmidt, Shirkey, Callton, 
Cavanagh, Talabi, Irwin, 
 Nays:  Representative Robinson, 
 Pass:   None. 
 
Representative Denby moved to report SB 544 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:  
 Yeas:  Representatives Poleski, Victory, Denby, McMillin, Schmidt, Shirkey, Callton, 
Cavanagh, Talabi, Irwin, 
 Nays:  Representative Robinson, 
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 Pass:   None. 
 
Representative Victory moved to report SB 545 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:  
 Yeas:  Representatives Poleski, Victory, Denby, McMillin, Schmidt, Shirkey, Callton, 
Cavanagh, Talabi, Irwin, 
 Nays:  Representative Robinson, 
 Pass:   None. 
 
The committee returned to the consideration of SB 442 and SB 443. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Kenneth Cole from Governmental Consulting Services Inc. (GCSI), representing Delphi 
Automotive, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Linda Hasson testified indicating neutrality on the bills. 
 
Denise Asker, representing the Auburn Hills Chamber of Commerce, testified in support of the 
bills. 
 
Bill McMaster, representing Taxpayers United, testified in support of the bills. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony but did not speak: 
 
Andrew Martin, representing Continental Automotive, supports the bills. 
Keith Ledbetter, representing the Chrysler Group, supports the bills. 
Brian Westrin, representing the Michigan Realtors Association, supports the bills. 
Stephanie Carroll, representing the City of Auburn Hills, supports the bills. 
David Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan (SBAM), supports the bills. 
 
Chair Poleski placed the committee at recess @ 9:45 a.m. 
The committee reconvened @ 3:01 p.m. 
 
The committee returned to the consideration of SB 442 and SB 443. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Bill McMaster, representing Taxpayers United, gave additional comments. 
 
Representative Victory moved to report SB 442 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 7-2-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:  
 Yeas:  Representatives Poleski, Victory, Denby, McMillin, Schmidt, Shirkey, Callton,  
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 Nays:  Representatives Irwin and Robinson, 
 Pass:   Representatives Cavanaugh and Talabi. 
 
Representative Victory moved to report SB 443 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 7-2-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:  
 Yeas:  Representatives Poleski, Victory, Denby, McMillin, Schmidt, Shirkey, Callton,  
 Nays:  Representatives Irwin and Robinson, 
 Pass:   Representatives Cavanaugh and Talabi. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
3:11 p.m. 
  

 

____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Earl Poleski, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Financial Liability Reform 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
55 Minutes 
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