
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 

 
Wednesday, September 18, 2013  9:00 a.m.         308 House Office Building 
 
Representative Jim Stamas, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Stamas, Franz, Haines, Kurtz, Hooker, Zorn, Graves, 
Santana, Darany, Slavens, Banks, Yanez, and Kosowski. 
 
Representative Franz moved to approve the minutes of the September 11, 2013 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HR 125 before the committee: 
 
HR 125 (Franz) A resolution to declare September 20, 2013 as POW/MIA Recognition Day 

in the state of Michigan. 
 
Steve Kozera, Legislative Liaison for the Michigan Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, 
submitted a testimony card in support of HR 125 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Haines moved to report out HR 125 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Stamas, Franz, Haines, Kurtz, Hooker, Zorn, Graves, Santana, 
Darany, Slavens, Banks, and Kosowski.   
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 

HR 125 reported out with recommendation. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4811 before the committee: 
 
HB 4811 (Franz) Military affairs; other; military family relief fund; revised procedure for 

application and disbursement of funds. 
 
Representative Franz moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4811 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Stamas, Franz, Haines, Kurtz, Hooker, Zorn, Graves, Santana, 



Darany, Slavens, Banks, Yanez and Kosowski.   
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Representative Darany moved to report out HB 4811 as substitute H-1 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0 
 

HB 4811 (H-1) reported out with recommendation. 
 
Steve Kozera, Legislative Liaison for the Michigan Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, 
submitted a testimony card in support of HB 4811 but did not wish to speak. 
 
The Chair laid HJR M and HJR N before the committee. 
 
HJR M (Knezek) Higher education; community colleges; in-district tuition rates for active 

service and reserve members and honorably discharged veterans; provide 
for. 

 
HJR N (Stamas) Higher education; tuition; public universities to offer in-state tuition to 

certain veterans; require. 
 
Representative Ray Franz, Vice-Chair, took over as Chair of the committee. 
 
Chairman Stamas testified in support of HJR M and HJR N. 
 
Representative Knezek testified in support of HJR M and HJR N. 
 
Chairman Stamas resumed his position as Chair of the committee.  
 
David Bertram and Dr. Nicole Rovig, representing Michigan State University, testified in support of 
HJR N. 
 
Michael Boulus, representing the Presidents Council, State Universities of Michigan, testified in 
opposition to HJR N. 
 
Richard Donovan, representing the American Legion Department of Michigan, testified in support of 
HJR M and HJR N. 
 
Michael Bean, Coordinator of Veteran Services for Delta College, testified in opposition to HJR M. 
 
Mike Hansen, representing the Michigan Community Colleges Association, testified in opposition to 
HJR M. 
 
Carol Churchill, President of Mid Michigan Community College, testified in opposition to HJR M.  
 
Representative Ray Franz, Vice-Chair, took over as Chair of the committee. 
 
Former State Representative Holly Hughes testified in support of HJR M and HJR N. 



 
Philip Larson and Cynthia Wilbanks, representing the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, testified 
in opposition to HJR N. 
 
Jack Devine, representing Vietnam Veterans of America, submitted a card wishing to speak in 
support of HJR M and HJR N, but did not due to time constraints. 
 
Lino Pretto, representing the Military Order of the Purple Heart, Commanders Group Marine Corps. 
League, submitted a testimony card in support of HJR M and HJR N, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Steve Kozera, Legislative Liaison for the Michigan Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, 
submitted a testimony card in support of HJR M and HJR N, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Lieutenant Colonel John Woyick, Michigan Department of Military and Verterans Affairs, submitted 
a testimony card in support of HJR M and HJR N, but did not wish to speak. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the time 
being 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Jim Stamas, Chair     Rachel Meade 

Committee Clerk 
rmeade@house.mi.gov 
September 18, 2013 

________________________________    1 hour 30 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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