
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Wednesday, January 15, 2014 10:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Frank 
Foster, Chair. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, 
Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Oakes and 
Driskell. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Schmidt, Kelly and Yanez. 
  
Representative Glardon moved to excuse Representatives Schmidt, Kelly and Yanez from the 
committee.  There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Leonard moved to adopt the minutes of the December 12, 2013, meeting.  
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Foster laid HB 5131 and HB 5132 before the committee: 
 
HB 5131 (Santana) Economic development; brownfield redevelopment authority; 

member of board; allow to be appointed to serve in his or her 
capacity as elected official, and establish when member's service 
as elected official ends the term on the board ends. 

 
HB 5132 (Santana) Economic development; economic development corporations; 

member of board; allow to be appointed to serve in his or her 
capacity as elected official, and establish that when member's 
service as elected official ends, the term on the board ends. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Santana, sponsor of HB 5131 and HB 5132, explained his bills to the 
committee. 
 
Brian Kott representing the Detroit Economic Growth Corporation, testified in support of the 
bills. 
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Kenneth Cole from Governmental Consultant Services Inc. (GCSI), representing the City of 
Detroit, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following person submitted a card but did not wish to speak: 
 
James McBryde, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
(MEDC)/Administration, supports the bills. 
 
The chair placed the committee at ease @ 10:42 a.m. 
The committee reconvened @ 10:44 a.m. 
 
Chair Foster laid HB 4487 before the committee: 
 
HB 4487 (Oakes) Economic development; downtown development authorities; use 

of certain revenues for agriculture industry; allow. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Oakes, sponsor of HB 4487, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
James McBryde, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
(MEDC)/Administration, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Julie Darnton, representing herself, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Mark Seamon, representing himself, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:03 a.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Frank Foster, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
33 Minutes 
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THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Wednesday, January 15, 2014 4:35 p.m.             Cobo Center Atrium, Detroit, MI 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Frank 
Foster, Chair. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, 
Johnson, Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Driskell 
and Yanez. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Kelly and Oakes. 
  
Representative Schmidt moved to excuse Representatives Kelly and Oakes from the 
committee.  There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The meeting was held jointly with the Senate Economic Development Committee. 
 
Chair Foster introduced Nigel Francis, Senior Automotive Adviser (State of Michigan), Rob 
Luce, program Manager (MICHauto), Scott Paradise, VP of marketing and Business 
Development (Magna) and Carla Bailo, President of Nissan R&D America. Each gave a 
presentation and comments on the importance of the Automotive Industry in Michigan. 
 
Mr. Francis and Mr. Luce each submitted written material/comments. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 6:05 p.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Frank Foster, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
David C Mead 

Acting Committee Clerk 

517-373-2013 
90 Minutes 
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