
 
 

Minutes of the House Standing Committee 
On 

Criminal Justice 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Wednesday, January 15, 2014                  10:30 a.m.                         327 House Office Building 
 
 
The House Standing Committee on Criminal Justice was called to order by Representative Kurt 
Heise, Chair. 

_____ 
 

The Clerk called the roll; members present were Representatives Heise, Graves, Kurtz, 
Callton, McBroom, O'Brien, Kesto, Oakes, Robinson, Kivela, and Banks.  (11/11) 
The Clerk announced that a quorum was present. 

______ 
 

The Chair laid before the committee the minutes of December 4, 2013 as printed. 
 
Representative Graves moved to adopt the minutes of December 4, 2013 as printed. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 
present; the minutes were adopted as printed. 

_____ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee House Bills 4209 and 4210. 
 
HB 4209 (Zorn) Crimes; penalties; crime of soliciting sex act from a minor who is 

at least 16 years of age; increase penalties. 
 
HB 4210 (Kowall) Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for crime of soliciting a minor 16 years of age or older to commit 
prostitution; amend to reflect increased penalty. 

 
Representatives Zorn and Kowall, the bill sponsors, explained their bills to the committee 
members.  Following their explanation of their bills, the Representatives answered questions 
from a committee member. 
 
Representative Graves moved to report House Bill 4209 with the recommendation that the 
bill then pass. 
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The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
 Yeas: Representatives Heise, Graves, Kurtz, Callton, O'Brien, Kesto, Oakes, Kivela, 
and Banks, (9/11) 
            Nays:  Representative Robinson, (1/11) 
 Pass:  Representative McBroom. (1/11) 
 
The bill was referred to the full House. 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 Rebecca Mastee, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference;  
 Emily Todebush, representing the Michigan State Council of Junior Leagues; and 
 Ben Bodkin, representing the Michigan Sheriffs Association.  
 
Representative Oakes moved to report House Bill 4210 with the recommendation that the 
bill then pass. 
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
 Yeas: Representatives Heise, Graves, Kurtz, Callton, O'Brien, Kesto, Oakes, Kivela, 
and Banks, (9/11) 
            Nays:  Representative Robinson, (1/11) 
 Pass:  Representative McBroom. (1/11) 
 
The bill was referred to the full House. 

______ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee House Bill 5108. 
 
 
HB 5108 (Kelly) Crimes; other; resale of event tickets at higher or lower prices; 

allow. 
 
Representative Kelly, the bill sponsor, explained the bill to the committee members.  Following 
his explanation of his bill, the Representative answered questions from committee members. 
 
Alan B. Smith, Senior Fellow and Midwest Director for the R Street Institute, testified in support 
of the legislation. Mr. Smith addressed a question from a committee member. Submitted written 
testimony. 
 
David W. Bertram, Assistant Vice-President for State Affairs in the Office of Governmental 
Affairs at Michigan State University, Diane E. Willcox, Director of Marketing & 
Communications at the Michigan State University Wharton Center, and Michael Brand, 
Executive Director for the Michigan State University Wharton Center, testified in opposition to 
the bill.  Following their testimony, Mr. Bertram, Ms. Willcox, and Mr. Brand, responded to 
questions from committee members. 
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Jarrod D. Bradford, Director of Ticketing, Sales, and Digital Services at the Michigan State 
University Wharton Center, came forward to address questions from various committee 
members. 
 
Kellie P. Dean, President and Chief Executive Officer for Dean Trailways of Michigan, testified 
in support of the bill.  Mr. Dean answered questions following his testimony. 
 
Scott Myers, Director of Sales and Marketing for Detroit’s Fisher Theatre, testified in opposition 
to the legislation.  Mr. Myers responded to various questions from committee members. 
 
Stuart Ross, representing Red Light Management Company, testified in opposition to the bill.  
Following his remarks, Mr. Ross answered questions from committee members. Submitted 
written testimony. 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to 
speak: 

Dusty Brighton, Government Relations Director for eBay Incorporated; 
Daniel Pullium, Director of Government Relations at TicketNetwork; 
Kenneth E. Grabowski, Legislative Director for the Police Officer Association of 

Michigan; and 
Annie Patnaude, Deputy State Director for Americans for Prosperity-Michigan, 

submitted written testimony. 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 Bill Wortz, representing the Detroit Lions/Ford Field; 
 Rebecca DeVooght, Director of State Government Relations at University of Michigan; 
 Katie M. John, Assistant Vice-President in the Office of Government Affairs at Western 
Michigan University, submitted written testimony; 
 Robert J Ritchie, also known as Kid Rock, submitted written testimony;  
 Lee Trink, President of Dare Mighty Entertainment; 
 Richard MacKeigan, Regional General Manager of DeVos Place and Van Andel Arena; 
 Naomi R. Patton, Senior Director of Public Relations at Palace Sports and Entertainment; 
 Michael Mclauchlan, Vice President of Government Relations for Ilitch Holdings, 
representing the Olympia Entertainment;  
 Matt Blasy, General Manager of the Dow Event Center; 
 Julie Mcwright, Manager of Legislative Affairs for Feld Entertainment, submitted written 
testimony; 
 Thomas Ferrugia, Director of Government Relations for The Broadway League, 
submitted written testimony; and 
 Becky Relic, Senior Vice-President of Government Affairs for Live Nation 
Entertainment.  
 
The following individuals submitted written testimony, but did not testify: 
 Stephen Happel, Emeritus Professor of Economics at Arizona State University, in support 
of the bill; 
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 Linda Wyne, Director of Ticketing at Michigan International Speedway, in opposition to 
the bill; and 
 the Michigan Sports and Entertainment Industry Coalition, in opposition to the bill. 

______ 
 
There being no other business before the committee; Representative Robinson moved to 
adjourn the meeting.  
The motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members present, the time being 11:55 a.m. 
The Chair declared the Committee was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Kurt Heise, Chair  
House Standing Committee on Criminal Justice 
 
 
 
 
___________________________   ______________________________  
Joy Brewer, Committee Clerk              Date approved by the committee 
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