
 
 

Minutes of the House Standing Committee 
On 

Criminal Justice 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Wednesday, February 12, 2014                  10:30 a.m.                         327 House Office Building 
 
The House Standing Committee on Criminal Justice was called to order by Representative Kurt 
Heise, Chair. 

_____ 
 

The Clerk called the roll; members present were Representatives Heise, Graves, Kurtz, 
Callton, McBroom, O’Brien, Kesto, Oakes, Robinson, Kivela, and Banks.  (11/11) 
The Clerk announced that a quorum was present. 

______ 
 

The Chair laid before the committee the minutes of February 5, 2014 as printed. 
 
Representative Callton moved to adopt the minutes of February 5, 2014 as printed. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 
present; the minutes were adopted as printed. 

_____ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee House Bills 5234, 5235, and 5236. 
 
HB 5234 (Jenkins) Crimes; definitions; human trafficking provisions; modify. 
 
HB 5235 (Hovey-Wright) Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for human trafficking crimes; amend to reflect changes in human 
trafficking laws. 

 
HB 5236 (McBroom) Crimes; other; criminal forfeiture provisions in the revised 

judicature act of 1961; amend to reflect changes in human 
trafficking law. 

 
Representative Jenkins, the bill sponsor for House Bill 5234, explained her bill to the committee 
members, and Representative Hovey-Wright, the bill sponsor for House Bill 5235, explained her 
bill.  Following their explanation of their bills, Representative Jenkins and Hovey-Wright 
answered questions from a committee member. 
 
Alan Cropsey, Director of Legislative Relations for the Michigan Department of Attorney 
General, introduced the following individuals from the department, who testified in support of 
the bill package: Thomas Cameron, Criminal Justice Bureau Chief; Kim Mitseff, Assistant 
Attorney General; and John Lazet, Director of Crime Victim Advocacy.  Following their 
individual comments, they responded to questions form committee members. 
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The following individuals submitted testimony cards in support of the bill package, but did not 
wish to speak: 

Rebecca Mastee, Policy Advocate in Public Policy for the Michigan Catholic 
Conference, and  

Sergeant Amy Dehner, Legislative Liaison for the Michigan State Police.  
______ 

 
The Chair laid before the committee House Bill 4346. 
 
HB 4346 (Stallworth) Crimes; homicide; intentionally discharging a firearm at a dwelling 

or an occupied structure; establish as first degree murder. 
 
Representative Stallworth, the bill sponsor, explained the need for his bill to the committee 
members.  Following his introduction of his bill, Representative Stallworth addressed questions 
from committee members.  
 
Robert A. Stevens, Assistant Wayne County Prosecutor, testified in support of the legislation.  
Assistant Prosecutor Stevens responded to various questions from committee members following 
his testimony. 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 Ben Bodkin, representing the Michigan Sheriffs Association, and 

Sergeant Amy Dehner, Legislative Liaison for the Michigan State Police.  
______ 

 
The Chair laid before the committee Senate Bills 582 and 583. 
 
SB 582 (Marleau) Crimes; weapons; penalties for intentionally discharging a firearm 

from vehicle or at a dwelling or a potentially occupied structure; 
increase under certain circumstances. 

 
SB 583 (Ananich) Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for increased penalties for crime of intentionally discharging a 
firearm from a motor vehicle or at a dwelling or potentially 
occupied structure; enact. 

 
Senators Marleau and Ananich, the bill sponsors, explained their bills to the committee members.  
The Senators followed up with answering various questions from committee members. 
 
Sergeant Steve Troy from the Oakland County Sheriff Office testified in support of the bills. 
 
Victor Fitz, Cass County Prosecuting Attorney and President-Elect of the Board of Directors of 
the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan, testified in support of the bill package.  Mr. 
Fitz answered questions following his testimony.  
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The following individuals submitted testimony cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to 
speak: 

Sergeant Amy Dehner, Legislative Liaison for the Michigan State Police, and  
            Ben Bodkin, representing the Michigan Sheriffs Association. 

______ 
 

The Chair announced that on February 19, 2014, the committee would be having a presentation 
given by The Council of State Governments (CSG) Justice Center on their sentencing study and 
the justice reinvestment efforts in Michigan. 

______ 
 
There being no other business before the committee; Representative Graves moved to adjourn 
the meeting.  
The motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members present, the time being 11:50 a.m. 
The Chair declared the Committee was adjourned. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Kurt Heise, Chair  
House Standing Committee on Criminal Justice 
 
 
 
___________________________   ______________________________  
Joy Brewer, Committee Clerk              Date approved by the committee 
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