
 
 

Minutes of the House Standing Committee 
on 

Criminal Justice 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Wednesday, February 13, 2013            10:30 a.m.             Room 327 House Office Building 
 
The House Standing Committee on Criminal Justice was called to order by Representative Kurt 
Heise, Chair. 

_____ 
 

The Clerk called the roll; members present were Representatives Heise, Graves, Kurtz, 
Callton, McBroom, O'Brien, Kesto, Oakes, Robinson, and Kivela.  (10/11) 
Member absent and excused was Representative Olumba.  (1/11) 
The Clerk announced that a quorum was present. 

______ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee the minutes of February 6, 2013 as printed. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to adopt the minutes of February 6, 2013 as printed. 
There being no objection the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 
present; the minutes were adopted as printed. 

_____ 
 

The Chair laid before the committee House Bills 4093 and 4131. 
 
HB 4093 LaFontaine Crimes; intoxication or impairment; alcohol content for individuals 

operating a vehicle under the influence of alcoholic liquor; 
maintain at 0.08 without reversion to 0.10. 

 
HB 4131 Kesto Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; alcohol content for 

individuals operating a motor vehicle under the influence of 
alcoholic liquor in the code of criminal procedure; maintain at 0.08 
without reversion to 0.10. 

 
Representatives LaFountaine and Kesto, the bill sponsors, explained the bills to committee 
members.  Following their remarks, the Representatives responded to questions. 
 
Sgt. Dwayne L. Gill, Legislative Liaison in the Legislative and Legal Resources Section in the 
Office of the Director of the Michigan State Police, and Sgt. Perry Curtis, Commander of the 
Michigan State Police Alcohol Enforcement Unit, testified in support of the bills. 
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Dr. Sherry McGee, representing Mothers Against Drunk Driving, testified in support of the bills.  
Dr. McGee addressed questions from committee members following her testimony.  A copy of 
her handout is attached to the minutes. 
 
City of Wyoming Police Chief, James Carmody, representing the Michigan Association of 
Police, testified in support of the bills.  A copy of his handout is attached to the minutes. 
 
Eaton County District Judge Harvey Hoffman testified in support of the bills.  Following his 
testimony, Judge Hoffman answered questions from a committee member. 
 
Mike Tobias, representing the Michigan Alcohol Policy, testified in support of the bills.  Copies 
of his handouts are attached to the minutes. 
 
Kelly Bartlett, Legislative Liaison for the Department of Transportation, testified in support of 
the bills. 
 
James Carmody, City of Wyoming Police Chief, answered questions from a committee member. 
 
Sheila Taylor of East Lansing testified in support of the bills. 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to 
testify: 
 John Lazet, representing the Office of the Attorney General; 
 Robert M. Stevenson, Executive Director of the Michigan Association of Chiefs of 
Police; 

Chris Hackbarth, Legislative Liaison for the Office of Secretary of State; and 
 Toni Rice, representing General Motors Corporation. 

_____ 
 

The Chair laid before the committee House Bill 4127. 
 
HB 4127 Johnson Criminal procedure; probation; GPS bail monitoring of certain 

offenders; allow. 
 
Representative Johnson, the bill sponsor, explained the bill to committee members.  Following 
his introduction of the bill, the Representative addressed questions from various committee 
members. 
 
Michael Pendy, representing the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan, submitted a 
testimony card in support of the bill, but did not wish to testify. 

______ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee a presentation given by the State Bar of Michigan.  
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Valerie Newman, Co-Chair on Criminal Issues Initiatives for the State Bar of Michigan, did a 
brief overview of the Michigan indigent defense laws.  Ms. Newman addressed various questions 
from committee members following her comments.   

______ 
 
Representative Graves moved to excuse Representative Olumba from today’s committee 
meeting. 
There being no objection the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 
present; Representative Olumba was excused. 

_____ 
 
There being no other business before the committee; Representative McBroom moved to 
adjourn the meeting.  
The motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members present, the time being 12:00 p.m. 
The Chair declared the Committee adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Kurt Heise, Chair  
House Standing Committee on Criminal Justice 
 
 
 
 
____________________________   ______________________________  
Joy Brewer, Committee Clerk              Date approved by the committee 
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