MICHIGAN

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
P.O. Box 30014
LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7514

Minutes of the House Standing Committee
on
Criminal Justice

Wednesday, May 1, 2013 10:30 am. Room 327 House Office Building

The House Standing Committee on Crimina Justice was called to order by Representative Kurt
Heise, Chair.

The Clerk called the roll; members present were Representatives Heise, Graves, Kurtz,
Callton, McBroom, O'Brien, Kesto, Robinson, Kivela, and Banks. (10/10)
The Clerk announced that a quorum was present.

The Chair laid before the committee the minutes of April 24, 2013 as printed.

Representative Callton moved to adopt the minutes of April 24, 2013 as printed.
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members
present; the minutes were adopted as printed.

The Chair laid before the committee House Bills 4529 and 4530.

HB 4529 (McMillin) Criminal  procedure; defenses, statewide standards and
accountability measures of trial-level indigent criminal defense
services, implement, and create the Michigan indigent defense
commission act.

HB 4530 (McMillin) Criminal procedure; other; appointment of counsel to indigent
person charged with felony; modify.

Representative McMillin, the sponsor of the bill, explained the legislation to the committee
members, and introduced David Carrol, representing the Sixth Amendment Center. Mr. Carrol
testified in support of the bills. Following his testimony, Representative McMillin and Mr.
Carrol addressed questions from committee members. Submitted testimony and PowerPoint
presentation.
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Al Vanderberg, representing Ottawa County, testified in opposition to the bills. Submitted
written testimony.

James Fisher, representing Indigent Defense Advisory Commission, testified in support of the
bill package.

Ben Bodkin, Director of Legidative Affairs for Michigan Association of Counties, with Jon
Campbell, Allegan County Commissioner, testified in opposition to the bills. Submitted written
testimony.

James Samuels, representing the Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan, testified in support of
the bills.

Thomas Boyd, representing the Michigan District Judge Association, testified in support of the
bill package. Following his testimony, Judge Boyd responded to various questions from
committee members.

Christopher Y ates, representing the Michigan Judges Association, supports the concepts, but is
neutral on the bill package. Judge Y ates addressed questions from committee members.

Matt Evans, representing the Wayne County Criminal Bar Association, testified in opposition to
the bills. Mr. Evans answered questions from various committee members. Submitted written
testimony.

The following individuals submitted testimony cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to
testify:

Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan;

Mariela Westrate, representing Campaign for Justice;

Peter Cunningham, representing the State Bar of Michigan; and

Harry Wilson, representing the Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency.

Jim Casha, representing Indigents Affected with Mental Disabilities, testified in support of the
bills. Submitted written testimony.

Representative Stacy Erwin Oakes, representing the 95th House District, submitted a testimony
card in support, but did not wish to testify:

There being no other business before the committee; Representative McBroom moved to
adjourn the meeting.
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The motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the member s present, the time being 12:30 p.m.
The Chair declared the Committee was adjourned.

Kurt Heise, Chair
House Standing Committee on Criminal Justice

Joy Brewer, Committee Clerk Date approved by the committee
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