
 
 

 
Minutes of the Joint Meeting of the   

House Standing Committee on Criminal Justice 
and 

Senate Committee on Judiciary 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tuesday, August 27, 2013                       9:00 a.m.                Room 519 House Office Building 
 
The House Standing Committee on Criminal Justice was called to order by Representative Kurt 
Heise, Chair. 

_____ 
 

The House Clerk called the roll; members present were Representatives Heise, Graves, Kurtz, 
Callton, McBroom, O'Brien, Kesto, Oakes, Kivela, Robinson, and Banks.  (11/11) 
The House Clerk announced that a quorum was present. 

______ 
 
The House Chair laid before the committee the minutes of June 5, 2013 as printed. 
 
Representative Graves moved to adopt the minutes of June 5, 2013 as printed. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 
present; the minutes were adopted as printed. 

_____ 
 
House Chair Heise turned the gavel over to Senate Chair Jones. 

______ 
 

At 9:05 a.m., the Senate Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Senator Rick 
Jones, Chair. 
 
The Senate Clerk called the roll; members present were Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, and 
Bieda.  (4/3) 
Member absent and excused was Senator Rocca. (4/1) 
The Senate Clerk announced that a quorum was present. 

______ 
 
The Senate Chair laid before the committee the minutes of July 30, 2013 as printed. 
 
Senator Schuitmaker moved to adopt the minutes of July 30, 2013 as printed. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 
present; the minutes were adopted as printed. 
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_____ 
 
Senator Jones informed the joint committee members and the public that the Senate will be going 
at ease at the call of the Chair about 10:45 a.m. for Senate caucus and session, and depending on 
the length of session hopefully be able to return at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Senate Chair Jones turned the gavel over to House Chair Heise. 

______ 
 
Chair Heise announced House Bill 4809 would be pulled from today's agenda, and the 
committee will be taking testimony on the remaining House bills. 
 
The House Chair laid before the committee House Bills 4806, 4807, and 4808. 
 
HB 4806 (Haveman) Criminal procedure; sentencing; life offense where accused is a 

minor; revise factors to consider.  
 
HB 4807 (Pscholka) Juveniles; criminal procedure; criteria for waiving jurisdiction over 

juvenile to adult court or disposition; revise.  
 
HB 4808 (O'Brien) Crimes; penalties; mandatory life imprisonment for certain crimes; 

eliminate to reflect United States supreme court decision in Miller 
v Alabama.  

 
Representative Haveman, along with Representative O'Brien, explained their bills to the joint 
committee members.   
 
Bill Schuette, Attorney General for the State of Michigan, testified in opposition to the bill 
package.  Following his testimony, Attorney General Schuette addressed questions from the joint 
committee members.  A copy of his handout is attached. 
 
Kimberly Thomas, Professor at the University of Michigan and co-director of the school's 
Juvenile Justice Clinic, testified in support of the bills.  Professor Thomas answered questions 
from joint committee members.  A copy of her handout is attached. 

______ 
 
House Chair Heise called John Bursch, Solicitor General in the Michigan Office of Attorney 
General, to come forward.  
 
House Chair Heise turned the gavel over to Senate Chair Jones. 
 
At 10:40 a.m., the Senate Chair went at eased at the call of the Chair; he informed the joint 
committee members and the public it was his intention to return to the joint meeting after session 
adjourns. 
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Senate Chair Jones turned the gavel over to House Majority Vice-Chair Graves. 

______ 
 
John Bursch, Solicitor General in the Michigan Office of Attorney General, testified in 
opposition to the legislation.   
 
Chair Heise resumed the Chair. 
 
Solicitor General Bursch responded to questions from various House committee members 
following his testimony. 
 
Thomas L. Atkins, M.D., University of Michigan Adolescent Development Center, briefed the 
committee on adolescent brain development.  Dr. Atkins took questions from various committee 
members following his remarks. 
 
Craig DeRoche, President of Justice Fellowship of the Prison Fellowship Ministries, explained 
the principles of their programs.    
 
Charles D. Stimson, Senior Legal Fellow for the Heritage Foundation and co-author of "Adult 
Time for Adult Crimes:  Life Without Parole for Juvenile Killers and Violent Teens," provided a 
briefing on Miller v. Alabama and Retroactivity.  Mr. Stimson responded to questions from a 
committee member.  A copy of his handout is attached. 
 
Margaret Raben, Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan, testified in support of the bills. 

______ 

At 12:00 Noon, the House Chair went at ease at the call of the Chair for lunch; he informed the 
House committee members and the public, the House committee will reconvene at 1:30 p.m. 

At 1:30 p.m, the House Chair reconvened the committee. 
______ 

 
Jessica Cooper, Oakland County Prosecutor, testified in opposition to the bill package.  
Following her testimony, Prosecutor Cooper addressed questions from House committee 
members.  A copy of her written testimony is attached. 

Judge Fred M. Mester testified in support of the bills. 

Jonathan Sachs, State Appellate Defender, testified in support of the bill package.  Mr. Sachs 
answered questions from a House committee member. 
 
Rev. Cathy Harrington, representing the American Civil Liberties Union, testified in support of 
the bills. 
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Ross Haxes testified in support of the bills. 
 
Deborah LaBelle, Juvenile Life Imitative Director; with Donnie Logan testified in support of the 
bill package. 
 
Heidi Nassko, Attorney for Dykema, testified in support of the bills. 
 
David O'Brien, Attorney for Miller Canfield, submitted a testimony card in support of the bill 
package, but did not testify.  A copy of his written testimony is attached. 
 
Susan M. Kornfield testified in support of the bills. 
 
Betty Strunk testified in support of the bill package.  A copy of her written testimony is attached. 
 
Barbara Haywood testified in support of the bills. 
 
Charlotte Orlowicz testified in support of the bill package. 
 
Cathryne Bachus submitted a testimony in support of the bills, but did not testify. 
 
John Cotaling testified in opposition to the bills.  A copy of his written testimony is attached 
 
Emily McIntyre, Victim Advocate with the Oakland County Prosecutor's Office, testified in 
opposition to the bill package. 

______ 
 
The House Chair announced that the Senate Chair had adjourned the Senate Standing Committee 
on Judiciary at 3:12 p .m. from the Senate floor. 

______ 
 
Donna Riley testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Barbara Clark testified in opposition to the bill package.  A copy of her written testimony is 
attached. 
 
Tina Ford testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Jody Robinson testified in opposition to the bill package.  A copy of her written testimony is 
attached. 
 
James Sorenson and Kimberly A. Sorenson testified in opposition to the bills.  Copies of their 
written testimony are attached. 
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Wayburn Dean and Janae Dean testified in support of the bill package.  Copies of their written 
testimony are attached. 
 
Stephanie Mitchell testified in support of the bills. A copy of her written testimony is attached. 
 
Laura Montalvo testified in support of the bill package.  A copy of her written testimony is 
attached. 
 
Ken Samborski and Sarah Samborski testified in opposition to the bills. Copies of their written 
testimony are attached. 
 
Tom Ames submitted written testimony in opposition to the bills. 
 
Sandra Kendrick testified in support of the bill package. 
 
Donna K. Minerd testified in opposition to the bills.  Ms. Minerd read letters from her family 
members in opposition.  Copies of her and her family's written testimony are attached. 
 
Steven Babcock testified in opposition to the bill package.  A copy of his written testimony is 
attached. 
 
Deborah Dunsmore testified in support of the bills. 
 
Tacarra Neily testified in support of the bill package. 
 
Shemisha Burnett testified in support of the bills. 
 
Ronald Hill testified in support of the bill package. 
 
Williemae Neily testified in support of the bills 
 
Simone Neily testified in support of the bill package. 
 
Dora Burnett testified in support of the bills. 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards in support, but did not wish to testify: 

JoEllen Carigon; 
Tricia Fee, submitted written testimony; and 
Cynthia Burnett. 

 
Todd A. Weems testified in support of the bills. 
 
Deborah Moorehead testified in support of the bill package. 
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Velia Kopponhoeper submitted a testimony card in support of the bills, but did not testify.  A 
copy of her written testimony is attached. 
 
Madeline Brooks testified in support of the bill package. 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards in support, but did not testify: 

Tracy King; 
Joyce Thomas; 
Lecond Bowens; 
Yolanda Bryant; 
Jim McLemore; 
Clairessia Leak; and 
Juniata Rocha. 

 
Angelo Burnett testified in support of the bills. 
 
Ebonee Gibson Foltz testified in support of the bill package. 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards in support, but did not wish to testify: 

Angela Dawkins; 
Qiuana Sharp;  
Toquila Rimpson; and 
Verniece Rogers. 
 

The following individuals submitted testimony cards in opposition to the bills, but did not wish 
to testify: 

Beth Ziemba;  
Steven J. Ziemba; 
David Cardinali; 
Christine Cook; 
Joan Samborski; 
Daniel Batora; 
Natalie Morrish; 
Roberta Featherstone; and 
Deb Nowitt. 
 

The following individuals submitted testimony cards in support, but did not wish to testify: 
Janet Kissling; 
Paul Stankewitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, 
William L. Orlewicz; 
Valerie Woods Hill; 
Bryan Kendrick; 
Michelle Weemhoff, representing Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency, 

submitted written testimony; 
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Dr. Francisco Villamier; 
Lois DeMott, representing Citizens for Prison Reform; 
Bill Kandler, representing Michigan Probate Judges Association; 
Necole Tate; 
LaShawn Freeman; 
Mary Enagle, representing Prison Fellowship; 
Felecia Tyson, representing Second Chance for Youth; 
Nikkole Allen; 
Dareshia Neily; 
Dominique Burnett; 
Tisha Stotlas; 
Thelma Bryant; 
Peggy Miller; 
Dr. James M. Dankovich, submitted written testimony;  
Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union, submitted handouts;  
Carrie Tipton; and  
Sirresttia Tipton. 

 
Leigh Bardell submitted written testimony in opposition to the bills, but did not testify. 
 
Laural Auw and William Auw submitted written testimony in opposition to the bill package, but 
did not wish to testify. 
 
Jennifer Bishop-Jenkins, President of the National Organization of Victims of Juvenile Lifers, 
submitted written testimony in opposition to the bills, but did not wish to testify. 
 

______ 
 
There being no other business before the committee; Representative Graves moved to adjourn 
the meeting.  
The motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members present, the time being 5:32 p.m. 
The Chair declared the Committee was adjourned. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Kurt Heise, Chair  
House Standing Committee on Criminal Justice 
 
 
 
____________________________   ______________________________  
Joy Brewer, Committee Clerk              Date approved by the committee 
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