
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS 

 
Wednesday, April 17, 2013              12:00 p.m.                    Room 519 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the 
Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Hovey-Wright, 
Slavens, Kosowski. 
Members absent/excused: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4388 before the committee: 
 
HB 4388 (Pscholka) Human services; services or financial assistance; family 

independence assistance program group's compliance with 
compulsory school attendance; require in order to receive 
assistance. 

 
Representative Hooker moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4388. The motion prevailed 8-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Victory, Hovey-Wright, Slavens, Kosowski. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None.     
 
Representative Pscholka testified in support of his bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Brian Rooney, representing the Department of Human Services, joined Representative Pscholka 
to testify in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Allan Wachendorfer, representing the National Association of Social Workers of Michigan. 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan. 
 
Lisa Ruby, representing the Michigan Advocacy Project, testified in opposition to the bill. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Judith Lincoln, representing the Center for Civil Justice, testified in opposition to the bill.  
  
The Chair laid HB 4118 before the committee: 

 
HB 4118 (Farrington) Human services; services or financial assistance; suspicion-based 

substance abuse screening and testing; include in eligibility criteria 



for family independence assistance program benefits. 
 
Representative Farrington and Matt Carnagie, representing Representative Farrington's office, 
testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bill but did not wish to speak: 
 
Allan Wachendorfer, representing the National Association of Social Workers of Michigan. 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan. 
 
Bill McMaster, representing Taxpayers United, testified in opposition to the bill.  
 
Representative Hooker moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4118. The motion prevailed 8-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Slavens, Kosowski. 
 Nays: Rep. Hovey-Wright.     
 Pass: None.     
 
Representative Hovey-Wright offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 3, following line 26, by inserting:  
 "(8) IF AN APPLICANT OR RECIPIENT WHO IS A PARENT AND HAS A 
DEPENDENT CHILD IN HIS OR HER FAMILY INDEPENDENCE PROGRAM 
ASSISTANCE GROUP BECOMES INELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE FAMILY 
INDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASSISTANCE UNDER THIS SECTION, ALL OF THE 
FOLLOWING APPLY: 
 (A) THE APPLICANT'S OR RECIPIENT'S DEPENDENT CHILD REMAINS 
ELIGIBLE FOR FAMILY INDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASSISTANCE. 
 (B) AN APPROPRIATE PROTECTIVE PAYEE SHALL BE DESIGNATED TO 
RECEIVE FAMILY INDEPENDENCE PROGRAM BENEFITS ON BEHALF OF THE 
CHILD. 
 (C) THE APPLICANT OR RECIPIENT DESCRIBED IN THIS SUBSECTION 
MAY CHOOSE TO DESIGNATE ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL TO RECEIVE THE 
FAMILY INDEPENDENCE PROGRAM BENEFITS ON BEHALF OF THE CHILD. 
THE DESIGNATED INDIVIDUAL MUST BE AN IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBER 
OR, IF AN IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBER IS NOT AVAILABLE OR THE FAMILY 
MEMBER DECLINES, ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL APPROVED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT." and renumbering the remaining subsections. 
 
Representative Hovey-Wright moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4118 (H-1). The motion did 
not prevail. 3-6-0 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Hovey-Wright, Slavens, Kosowski. 
 Nays:  Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory.   



 Pass: None.     
 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, following line 23, by inserting:  
 "(6) IF THE APPLICANT OR RECIPIENT TESTS NEGATIVE FOR ILLEGAL 
USE OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, THE COST OF ADMINISTERING THE 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE TEST TO HIM OR HER SHALL BE PAID FOR BY THE 
DEPARTMENT." and renumbering the remaining subsections. 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4118 (H-1). The motion did not 
prevail. 3-6-0 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Hovey-Wright, Slavens, Kosowski. 
 Nays:  Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory.   
 Pass: None.     
 
Representative Kosowski offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 2, after "(3)" by striking out the balance of the line through 
"(B)" on line 9. 
 
Representative Kosowski moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4118 (H-1). The motion 
prevailed. 9-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Hovey-Wright, Slavens, 
Kosowski. 
 Nays:  None.   
 Pass: None.     
 
Representative Hovey-Wright offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 3, following line 26, by inserting:  
 "(8) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ENSURE THAT, AT THE TIME OF INITIAL 
APPLICATION OR REDETERMINATION, AN APPLICANT OR RECIPIENT IS 
AWARE THAT HE OR SHE MAY BE SUBJECT TO SUSPICION-BASED SUBSTANCE 
ABUSE SCREENING AND TESTING." and renumbering the remaining subsections. 
 
Representative Hovey-Wright moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4118 (H-1). The motion did 
not prevail. 3-6-0 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Hovey-Wright, Slavens, Kosowski. 
 Nays:  Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory.   



 Pass: None.     
 
Representative Hovey-Wright offered the following amendment: 
 
  1. Amend page 1, line 9, after "3" by striking out the balance of the 
subsection and inserting "COUNTIES BY DIVIDING ALL THE COUNTIES IN THIS 
STATE INTO THE FOLLOWING 3 GROUPS AND SELECTING 1 COUNTY FROM 
EACH GROUP:  
 (A) TWENTY-SEVEN COUNTIES WITH THE GREATEST POPULATIONS. 
 (B) TWENTY-SEVEN COUNTIES WITH THE LOWEST POPULATIONS. 
 (C) ALL OTHER COUNTIES IN THIS STATE THAT ARE NOT INCLUDED IN 
SUBDIVISIONS (A) AND (B).". 
 
Representative Hovey-Wright moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4118 (H-1). The motion did 
not prevail. 3-6-0 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Hovey-Wright, Slavens, Kosowski. 
 Nays:  Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory.   
 Pass: None.     
 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 4, following line 21, by inserting:  
 "(I) THE NUMBER OF APPLICANTS AND RECIPIENTS WHO WERE 
REFERRED TO THE REGIONAL SUBSTANCE ABUSE COORDINATING AGENCIES 
UNDER THIS SECTION. 
 (J) SANCTIONS, IF ANY, THAT HAVE BEEN IMPOSED ON RECIPIENTS AS 
A RESULT OF THE SUBSTANCE ABUSE TESTING UNDER THIS SECTION. 
 (K) THE PERCENTAGE AND NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING 
FAMILY INDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASSISTANCE THAT INCLUDE AN 
INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS TESTED POSITIVE FOR ILLEGAL USE OF A 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE UNDER THE PROGRAM AND THAT ALSO INCLUDE 
AN INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS BEEN NAMED AS THE PERPETRATOR IN A CASE 
CLASSIFIED AS A CENTRAL REGISTRY CASE UNDER THE CHILD PROTECTION 
LAW, 1975 PA 238, MCL 722.621 TO 722.638.". 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4118 (H-1). The motion did not 
prevail. 3-6-0 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Hovey-Wright, Slavens, Kosowski. 
 Nays:  Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory.   
 Pass: None.     
 
Representative Hovey-Wright offered the following amendments: 



 
 1. Amend page 4, line 24, after "THIS" by striking out "SECTION, 
"CONTROLLED" and inserting "SECTION: 
 (A) "CONTROLLED". 
 2. Amend page 4, following line 26, by inserting:  
 "(B) "TESTS NEGATIVE" MEANS THAT AN INDIVIDUAL TESTS NEGATIVE 
FOR THE PRESENCE OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE IN THE INDIVIDUAL'S 
BODY OR TESTS POSITIVE FOR THE PRESENCE OF A CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCE IN THE INDIVIDUAL'S BODY, BUT HAS A VALID PRESCRIPTION OR 
AN ORDER OF A PRACTITIONER ACTING IN THE COURSE OF THE 
PRACTITIONER'S PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE.". 
 
Representative Hovey-Wright moved to adopt the amendments to HB 4118 (H-1). The motion 
did not prevail. 3-6-0 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Hovey-Wright, Slavens, Kosowski. 
 Nays:  Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory.   
 Pass: None.     
 
Representative Kosowski offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 4, following line 1, by inserting:  
"(9) ALL INFORMATION, INTERVIEWS, REPORTS, STATEMENTS, MEMORANDA, 
AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE TEST RESULTS, WRITTEN OR OTHERWISE, RECEIVED 
BY THE DEPARTMENT THROUGH A SUBSTANCE ABUSE SCREENING OR 
TESTING PROGRAM REQUIRED UNDER THIS SECTION ARE CONFIDENTIAL 
COMMUNICATIONS SUBJECT TO THE PRIVACY PROTECTIONS UNDER THE 
HEALTH INSURANCE PORTABILITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 1996, 
PUBLIC LAW 104-191, AND MAY NOT BE USED OR RECEIVED IN EVIDENCE, 
OBTAINED IN DISCOVERY OR DISCLOSED IN ANY PUBLIC OR PRIVATE 
PROCEEDINGS, EXCEPT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS SECTION OR IN 
DETERMINING ELIGIBILITY UNDER THIS ACT." and renumbering the remaining 
subsections. 
 
Representative Kosowski moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4118 (H-1). The motion did not 
prevail. 3-6-0 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Hovey-Wright, Slavens, Kosowski. 
 Nays:  Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory.   
 Pass: None.     
 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 4, line 23, after "OLDER" by inserting "AND UNDER 65 YEARS 
OF AGE". 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4118 (H-1). The motion did not 



prevail. 3-6-0 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Hovey-Wright, Slavens, Kosowski. 
 Nays:  Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory.   
 Pass: None.     
 
Representative Kosowski offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 4, following line 26, by inserting:  
 "Enacting section 1. This amendatory act takes effect only if a law is enacted in this state 
that requires members of the legislature to be tested for illegal use of a controlled substance as a 
condition of holding office under article IV of the state constitution of 1963.". 
 
Representative Kosowski moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4118 (H-1). The motion did not 
prevail. 3-5-1 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Hovey-Wright, Slavens, Kosowski. 
 Nays:  Reps. Kurtz, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory.   
 Pass: Rep. Hooker.     
 
Representative Victory moved to report HB 4118 as amended, as substitute (H-2) with 
recommendation. The motion prevailed 6-3-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory. 
 Nays: Reps. Hovey-Wright, Slavens, Kosowski.    
 Pass: None.    
 
Representative Denby moved to approve the minutes of the March 13, 2013 meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 1:04 
p.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair_______________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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