
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS 

 
Wednesday, May 22, 2013              12:00 p.m.                    Room 519 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the 
Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Hovey-Wright, 
Slavens, Kosowski. 
Members absent/excused: None. 
 
Representative Hovey-Wright moved to approve the minutes of the May 15, 2013 meeting. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4659, HB 4660, HB 4661 and HB 4662 before the committee: 
 
HB 4659 (Kosowski) Family law; paternity; responsible father registry; create. 
 
HB 4660 (Shirkey) Children; adoption; process by which putative fathers are identified 

or located in adoptions; revise. 
  
HB 4661 (Denby) Children; adoption; registration with the responsible father registry 

in order to receive notice of certain proceedings; require. 
 
HB 4662 (Kowall) Children; parental rights; notice to putative father regarding certain 

hearings; revise. 
 
Judge Elwood Brown, representing the Michigan Probate Judges Association, testified on HB 
4659. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Herbert Brail, representing the Brail Law Firm, and Lauran Howard, representing the Family 
Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, testified in support of the bills. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, submitted a card in support of the 
bills, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Denby moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4659. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Hovey-Wright, Slavens, 
Kosowski. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None.      



 
Representative Hooker moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4660. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Hovey-Wright, Slavens, 
Kosowski. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None.      
 
Representative Outman moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4661. The motion prevailed 9-0-
0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Hovey-Wright, Slavens, 
Kosowski. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None.      
 
Representative Kosowski moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4662. The motion prevailed 9-
0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Hovey-Wright, Slavens, 
Kosowski. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None.      
 
Representative Hooker moved to report HB 4659 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The 
motion prevailed 7-0-2. 

 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory,  Kosowski. 
 Nays: None.    

Pass: Reps. Hovey-Wright, Slavens. 
 
Representative Denby moved to report HB 4660 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The 
motion prevailed 7-0-2. 

  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory,  Kosowski. 
 Nays: None.    

Pass: Reps. Hovey-Wright, Slavens. 
 
Representative Denby moved to report HB 4661 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The 
motion prevailed 7-0-2. 

  



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory,  Kosowski. 
 Nays: None.    

Pass: Reps. Hovey-Wright, Slavens. 
 
Representative Kosowski moved to report HB 4662 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
The motion prevailed 7-0-2. 

  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory,  Kosowski. 
 Nays: None.    

Pass: Reps. Hovey-Wright, Slavens. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4436 and HB 4437 before the committee: 
 
HB 4436 (Lane) Human services; long-term care; licensed long-term care facility; 

include adult foster home in definition of. 
   
HB 4437 (Lane) Human services; medical services; retroactive spend down on funeral 

costs; allow. 
 
Representative Lane and Patrick Simasko, representing Simasko, Simasko PC, testified in 
support of the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Robert Stein, representing the Michigan Assisted Living Association, submitted a card in support 
of the bills, but did not wish to speak. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 1:10 
p.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair_______________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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