
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS 

 
Wednesday, September 11, 2013              10:00 a.m.                    Room 326 House Office 

Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the 
Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Slavens, Kosowski. 
Members absent/excused: Rep. Hovey-Wright. 
 
The Chair took a moment of silence to remember September 11, 2001 and the recent death of a 
Michigan State Police Officer. 
 
The Chair handed the gavel over to Vice-Chair Hooker. 
 
Representative Denby moved to excuse Representative Hovey-Wright. There being no objection, 
the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.   
 
Representative Victory moved to approve the minutes of the June 12, 2013 meeting. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Vice-Chair laid HB 4928 and HB 4927 before the committee: 
 
HB 4928 (Kurtz) Children; adoption; objection to placements by child placing 

agency based on religious or moral convictions; allow. 
 
HB 4927 (LaFontaine) Children; adoption; licensure of child placing agency that objects 

to placements on religious or moral grounds; allow. 
 
Representative Kurtz and Representative LaFontaine testified in support of their bills. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
The Chair returned to the gavel. 
 
Emily Dievendorf, representing Equality Michigan, testified in opposition to the bills. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
Jay Kaplan, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan, testified in opposition 
to the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Amy Hawkins, representing Citizens for Traditional Values. 



Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference. 
Dan Jarvis, representing the Michigan Family Forum. 
Ed Rivet, representing Right to Life of Michigan. 
 
Bill Kandler, representing the Family Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, submitted a 
card with no position indicated, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Dr. Judith Kovach, representing the Michigan Project for Informed Public Policy, submitted a 
card in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Reverend Nicolette Siragusa, representing herself, testified in opposition to the bills. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
Denise Brogan-Kator, Senior Legislative Counsel for the Family Equality Council, testified in 
opposition to the bills. 
 
Bill Blacquiare and Matt Nelson, both representing Bethany Christian Services, testified in 
support of the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Mary Pollack, representing the Michigan National Organization for Women, submitted a card in 
opposition to the bills, but due to time constraints, was unable to speak. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:09 
a.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair_______________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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