MINUTESOF THE COMMITTEE
ON
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS

Wednesday, September 18, 2013 12:00 p.m. Room 519 House Office Building

The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the
Chair.

Members present: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Slavens, Kosowski.
Members absent/excused: Rep. Hovey-Wright.

Representative Denby moved to approve the minutes of the September 11, 2013 meeting. There
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

The Chair laid HB 4928, HB 4927, and HB 4991 before the committee:

HB 4928 (Kurtz) Children; adoption; objection to placements by child placing
agency based on religious or moral convictions; allow.

HB 4927 (LaFontaine) Children; adoption; licensure of child placing agency that objects
to placements on religious or moral grounds; allow.

HB 4991 (Leonard) Children; adoption; objection to placements by child placing
agency based on religious or moral convictions; allow.

Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, Andrea Seyka and Jose Carrerra,
both representing St. Vincent Catholic Charities, testified in support of the bills. Questions and
discussion followed.

Mary Pollack, representing the Michigan National Organization for Women, testified in
opposition to the bills. Questions and discussion followed.

Denise Brogan-Kator, Senior Legislative Counsel for the Family Equality Council, testified in
opposition to the hills.

The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak:
Amy Hawkins, representing Citizens for Traditional Values.

Alan Cropsey, representing the Attorney General Bill Schuette.

Jon Smalley, representing the Association of Accredited Child and Family Agencies.

Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan, submitted a card
in opposition to the hills, but did not wish to speak.

Tim Schultz, representing the Ethics and Public Policy Center, testified in support of the bills.



Questions and discussion followed.
Mr. Hickson and Mr. Carrera came back forward to answer further questions.
Representative Hooker moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to HB 4927. The motion prevailed 8-0-0.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL
Y eas. Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Slavens, Kosowski.
Nays: None.
Pass: None.

Representative Hooker moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to HB 4928. The motion prevailed 8-0-0.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL
Y eas. Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Slavens, Kosowski.
Nays. None.
Pass. None.

Representative Denby moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4991. The motion prevailed 8-0-0.
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas. Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Slavens, Kosowski.

Nays: None.

Pass: None.

Representative Slavens moved to excuse Representative Hovey-Wright. There being no
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 1:05
p.m.

Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair

Angie Lake, Committee Clerk

House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee
alake@house.mi.gov

(517) 373-5795
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