
 
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS 

   
Wednesday, October 2, 2013            12:00 p.m.                         Room 519, House Office Building 

 
The House Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the Chair. 
 
Members present: Representatives Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Hovey-
Wright, Slavens and Kosowski. 
 
Members absent/excused: None. 
 
Representative Denby moved to approve the minutes of September 25, 2013. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid before the committee HB's 4649 and 4650: 
 
HB 4649 (Cotter) Human services; foster parents; resource families bill of rights; 

create. 
 
HB 4650 (Glardon) Children; other; children's ombudsman to investigate violations of 

resource families bill of rights law; require. 
 
Jim Novell, Michigan Foster Care Review Board, supported the bills. 
 
Matt and Niki Slovacek, Foster Parents, supported the bills. 
 
Veda Di Thompkins, Families on the Move, supported the bills. 
 
Danita Echols, Families on the Move, supported the bills. 
 
Marvin Dick, Citizen Volunteer, supported the bills. 
 
Mary-Lou Vax, Family in Richmond Center, supported the bills. 
 
Shelley Garcia, Adoptive Family Support Network, supported the bills. 
 
Diana Cruse, Foster and Adoptive Parent, supported the bills. 
 



Darryl Petway, supported the bills. 
 
Arlen Facey, Foster Care Review Board and Family and Children Services, supported the bills. 
 
Charlotte Smith, Office of Children's Ombudsman, The OCO is supportive of foster parents 
having a Bill of Rights. The OCO is reviewing both bills in order to determine how we will 
effectively carry out these new responsibilities. 
 
There being no further business before the committee and seeing no objection, the Chair 
adjourned the meeting, the time being 1:20 p.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chairman ____________________________________ 
Ben Williams Jr., Committee Clerk, (517) 373-1988 
1 Hour and 20 Minutes 
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