
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS 

 
Wednesday, October 9, 2013                12:00 p.m.               Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the 
Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Hovey-Wright, 
Slavens, Kosowski. 
Members absent/excused: None. 
 
Representative Denby moved to approve the minutes of the October 2, 2013 meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4893 before the committee: 
 
HB 4893 (O'Brien) Children; protection; central registry records; require certain 

notifications to recipients regarding expungement, limit 
maintenance of records to 10 years, and add certain individuals to 
the list of those who may receive the confidential record. 

 
Representative O'Brien, Representative Robinson, Kathy Franklin, representing herself, and 
Stephanie Bogema, representing Representative O'Brien's office, all testified in support of the 
bill.  
 
Colin Parks, representing the Department of Human Services, testified on the bill. 
 
Elizabeth Warren, representing herself as an attorney, testified in support of the bill. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
The Chair laid HR 192 before the committee: 
 
HR 192 (Schor) A resolution to declare October 2013 as Harvest Gathering Month 

in the state of Michigan. 
 
Representative Schor and Kareemah El-Amin, representing the Food Bank Council of Michigan, 
testified in support of the bills. 
 
Representative Kesto moved to report HR 192 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 9-0-
0. 

    
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Hovey-Wright, Slavens, 
Kosowski. 



 Nays: None.    
Pass: None.  

 
The Chair laid HB 4649 and HB 4650 before the committee 
 
HB 4649 (Cotter) Human services; foster parents; resource families bill of rights; 

create. 
  
HB 4650 (Glardon) Children; other; children's ombudsman to investigate violations of 

resource families bill of rights law; require. 
 
Mary Chaliman, representing the Michigan Department of Human Services, testified on the bills.  
 
Representative Cotter testified in support of the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Maryann Bruder, representing herself as a foster care parent, testified in support of the bills. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Kesto moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4649. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Hovey-Wright, Slavens, 
Kosowski. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendment to HB 4649 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 20, by striking out all of subdivision (B) and inserting: 
 "(B) TREATMENT BY THE SUPERVISING AGENCY THAT DOES NOT 
DISCRIMINATE BASED ON RELIGION, RACE, COLOR, CREED, GENDER 
ORIENTATION, NATIONAL ORIGIN, AGE, MARITAL STATUS, OR PHYSICAL 
HANDICAP IN MATTERS CONCERNING LICENSING FOSTER CARE PARENTS OR 
PLACING CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE.". 
 
Representative Hooker moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4649 (H-1). The motion did not 
prevailed. 3-6-0 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Rep. Hovey-Wright, Slavens, Kosowski. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory.     
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Denby moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to HB 4650. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Hovey-Wright, Slavens, 



Kosowski. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None.  
 
Robert Thomas, representing the Foster Care Alumni of American, Michigan Chapter, testified 
in opposition to the bills. 
 
The Chair laid the committee at ease, the time being 1:26 p.m. 
 
The Chair brought the committee back to order, the time being 3:15 p.m. 
 
The following people submitted a card in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Tamal Flore, representing herself. 
Tammy Brown, representing foster and adoptive parents. 
Patricia Fisher, representing all foster parents and future foster parents. 
Kathleen Brutsche, representing foster parents. 
Ruth Kengan, representing the Michigan Association for Foster, Adoptive and Kinship Parents. 
Charlotte Smith, representing the Office of the Children's Ombudsman. 
 
Bill Kandler, representing the Children's Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, submitted a 
card with no position on the bills, and did not wish to speak. 
 
Kamille Tynes, representing the Foster Youth Voice, testified in opposition to the bills. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Saba Gebrai, representing the Park West Foundation, testified with a neutral position on the bills. 
 
Brittney Dandridge, representing herself, testified in opposition to the bills. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Jan Wagner, representing the Michigan Association for Foster, Adoptive and Kinship Parents, 
testified in support of the bills. 
 
The Chair laid the committee at ease, the time being 3:58 p.m. 
 
The Chair brought the committee back to order, the time being 4:01 p.m. 
 
Representative Victory moved to report HB 4649 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The 
motion prevailed 9-0-0. 

    
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Hovey-Wright, Slavens, 
Kosowski. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 



 
Representative Hooker moved to report HB 4650 as substitute (H-2) with recommendation. The 
motion prevailed 9-0-0. 

    
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Hovey-Wright, Slavens, 
Kosowski. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair returned to HB 4893. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4893. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Hooker, Denby, Outman, Kesto, Victory, Hovey-Wright, Slavens, 
Kosowski. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None.  
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 4:06 
p.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair_______________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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