
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, February 6, 2014                9:00 a.m.                    Room 521 House Office Building  
  
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Howrylak, Cavanaugh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
Members absent/excused: None. 
 
Representative LaFontaine moved to approve the minutes of the January 30, 2014 meeting. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4534, HB 4755, HB 5061, and HB 5062 before the committee: 
 
HB 4534 (Muxlow) Animals; animal shelters; use of animal abuse registry by animal control 

shelters and animal protection shelters when allowing an animal 
adoption; require, and prohibit animal control shelters and animal 
protection shelters from allowing a person listed on an animal abuse 
registry to adopt an animal. 

 
HB 4755 (Santana) Crimes; animals; ownership of animals by a person convicted by certain 

crimes against animals; require court to prohibit for a period of at least 5 
years. 

 
HB 5061 (Santana) Animals; animal shelters; animal shelters to deny adoptions under certain 

circumstances; require, and allow animal shelters to consider prior 
criminal history before adoption. 

 
HB 5062 (Santana) Law enforcement; reports; access by animal shelter to certain criminal 

history record information through ICHAT; allow without a fee for 
purposes of animal adoption. 

 
Representative LaFontaine moved to adopt substitute (H-7) to HB 4534. The motion prevailed 8-0-0. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Heise, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Howrylak, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.   
 
Representative LaFontaine moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to HB 4755. The motion prevailed 8-0-0. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Heise, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Howrylak, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.   
 



Representative LaFontaine moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to HB 5061. The motion prevailed 8-0-0. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Heise, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Howrylak, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.   
 
Representative LaFontaine moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to HB 5062. The motion prevailed 8-0-0. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Heise, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Howrylak, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.   
 
Representative Irwin offered the following amendments to HB 4534 (H-7): 
 

1. Amend page 1, line 2, after the first “SHELTER” by striking out “OR ANIMAL 
PROTECTION SHELTER” and inserting “ANIMAL PROTECTION SHELTER, OR PET SHOP”. 

2. Amend page 1, line 5, after the first “SHELTER” by striking out “OR ANIMAL 
PROTECTION SHELTER” and inserting “ANIMAL PROTECTION SHELTER, OR PET SHOP”. 

 
Representative Irwin moved to adopt the amendments to HB 4534 (H-7). The motion did not prevail 2-5-
2 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Johnson, Leonard.      
 Pass: Reps. LaFontaine, Howrylak.   
 
Sgt. Dwayne Gill, representing the Michigan State Police, testified in support of the bills. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted a card in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Matt Falk, representing Logan’s Law. 
Micki Clemons, representing Logan’s Law. 
Jo Edwards, representing Logan’s Law. 
Laura Dancey, representing Logan’s Law. 
Kelly Geromette, representing Logan’s Law. 
Catherine Rich, representing Logan’s Law. 
Nick Markopoulos, representing Logan’s Law. 
Nancy Falk, representing Logan’s Law. 
Sharon Cross, representing Logan’s Law. 
Lynne Zalenski, representing Logan’s Law. 
Kathy Heiser, representing Logan’s Law. 
Debora Harris, representing Logan’s Law. 
Brian Horn, representing Logan’s Law. 
Terri Schmitt, representing Logan’s Law. 
Michele Zobl, representing Logan’s Law. 
Amy Drumm, representing the Michigan Retailers Association. 
Matthew Kapp, representing Michigan Farm Bureau. 



 
The following people submitted a card with a neutral position on the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Bob Darden, representing the Michigan Association for Pure Bred Dogs. 
Mia McNeil, representing Protect Michigan Dogs. 
 
Representative Irwin offered the following amendments to HB 5061 (H-2): 
 
 1. Amend page 4, line 15, after "SHELTER" by striking out the balance of the line through 
"SHELTER" on line 16 and inserting a comma and "ANIMAL PROTECTION SHELTER, OR PET 
SHOP". 
 2. Amend page 4, line 17, after "ADOPT" by inserting "OR PURCHASE". 
 3. Amend page 4, line 18, after the first "SHELTER" by striking out "OR ANIMAL 
PROTECTION SHELTER" and inserting a comma and "ANIMAL PROTECTION SHELTER, OR 
PET SHOP". 
 4. Amend page 4, line 20, after "ADOPT" by inserting "OR PURCHASE". 
 5. Amend page 4, line 22, by striking out "OR" and inserting a comma. 
 6. Amend page 4, line 22, after "SHELTER" by inserting a comma and "OR PET SHOP". 
 7. Amend page 4, line 25, after "ADOPT" by inserting "OR PURCHASE". 
 
Representative Irwin moved to adopt the amendments to HB 5061 (H-2). The motion did not prevail 3-5-
2 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Johnson, Leonard.      
 Pass: Reps. LaFontaine, Howrylak.   
 
Representative LaFontaine moved to report HB 4534 as substitute (H-7) with recommendation. The 
motion prevailed 9-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Howrylak, Cavanagh, 
Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: Rep. Irwin.   
 
Representative LaFontaine moved to report HB 4755 as substitute (H-2) with recommendation. The 
motion prevailed 9-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Howrylak, Cavanagh, 
Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: Rep. Irwin.   
 
Representative LaFontaine moved to report HB 5061 as substitute (H-2) with recommendation. The 
motion prevailed 10-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Howrylak, Cavanagh, Irwin, 



Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.   
 
Representative Kesto moved to report HB 5062 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The motion 
prevailed 10-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Howrylak, Cavanagh, Irwin, 
Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.   
 
The Chair laid HB 5154 and HB 5155 before the committee: 
 
HB 5154 (Leonard) Criminal procedure; preliminary examination; certain rules and 

procedures for conducting a preliminary examination; revise. 
  
HB 5155 (Walsh) Courts; district court; probable cause conferences in felony and 

misdemeanor cases; clarify district court's jurisdiction. 
 
Representative Leonard, Judge Tom Boyd, representing the Michigan District Judges Association, Mike 
Wendling, representing the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan, and all testified in support of 
the bills. Question and discussion followed. 
 
John Shea, representing the Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan, submitted a card with a neutral 
position on the bills, but due to time constraints was unable to speak. 
 
Peter Cunningham, representing the State Bar of Michigan, submitted a card in support of the bills, but 
due to time constraints was unable to speak. 
 
Bruce Timmons, representing himself, submitted a card on the bills, but due to time constraints was 
unable to speak. 
 
The following people submitted a card in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Cami Pendell, representing the Michigan Judges Association. 
Joe Baumann, representing the State Court Administrators Office. 
Greg Bresnehan, representing the Wayne County Prosecutors Office. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 9:48 a.m. 
  
Representative Kevin Cotter, Chair_______________________________________ 
  
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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