
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, February 13, 2014                9:00 a.m.                    Room 521 House Office Building  
  
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Howrylak, Cavanaugh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
Members absent/excused: None. 
 
Representative Kesto moved to approve the minutes of the February 6, 2014 meeting. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5154 and HB 5155 before the committee: 
 
HB 5154 (Leonard) Criminal procedure; preliminary examination; certain rules and 

procedures for conducting a preliminary examination; revise. 
  
HB 5155 (Walsh) Courts; district court; probable cause conferences in felony and 

misdemeanor cases; clarify district court's jurisdiction. 
 
Doug Mains, from Republican Policy, discussed the changes made in the substitute (H-1) to HB 
5154. Question and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted a card in support of the bills but did not wish to speak: 
 
Peter Cunningham, representing the State Bar of Michigan. 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan. 
John Shea, representing the Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan. 
 
Judge Tom Boyd, representing the Michigan District Judges Association, and Greg Brecneban, 
representing the Wayne County Prosecutors Office, testified in support of the bills. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Leonard moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5154. The motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Howrylak, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.   
 
Bruce Timmons, representing himself, testified on the bills. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4830 before the committee: 



   
HB 4830 (Lyons) Civil procedure; evictions; legal representation; allow corporation, 

partnership, or limited liability company to appear without an 
attorney. 

 
Rob Macomber, representing Representative Lyon’s office, and Bert Heyboer, representing the 
Rental Property Owners Association of Michigan, testified in support of the bill. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Judge Tom Boyd, representing the Michigan District Judges Association, testified in opposition to 
the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Peter Cunningham, representing the State Bar of Michigan, testified in opposition to the bill. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The Chair placed the committee at ease, the time being 10:00 a.m. 
 
The Chair brought the committee back to order, the time being 10: 12 a.m. 
 
The Chair returned to HB 5154. 
 
Representative Leonard moved to report HB 5154 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The 
motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Howrylak, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.   
  
The Chair returned to HB 5155. 
 
Representative Leonard moved to report HB 5155 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 11-0-
0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Howrylak, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.   
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 10:14 a.m. 
  
Representative Kevin Cotter, Chair_______________________________________ 
  
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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