
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, February 14, 2013                9:00 a.m.                    Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, 
Cavanaugh, Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
Members absent/excused: None. 
 
Representative Kesto moved to approve the minutes of the January 31, 2013 meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Matthew Schneider and Judge Chad Schmucker, both representing the State Court 
Administrative Office, gave an overview of their department. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4064 before the committee: 
 
HB 4064 (Heise) Courts; records; digital court records and electronically filing court 

papers; allow. 
 
Representative Heise, Matthew Schneider and Judge Chad Schmucker, both representing the 
State Court Administrative Office, testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Mark Wisniewski, representing the Kitch, Drutchas Law Firm, testified with a neutral position 
on the bill. 
 
Patrick Clawson, representing himself, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Bill Zaagman, representing the Michigan Association of County Clerks. 
Peter Cunningham, representing the State Bar of Michigan. 
Cami Pendell, representing the Michigan Judges Association. 
Dave Worthams, representing the Michigan Bankers Association. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4054 before the committee: 
 
HB 4054 (Heise) Family law; other; definition of eligible domestic relations order; 

modify. 
 
Representative Jacobsen moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4054. The motion prevailed 9-0-
0. 



 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, LaFontaine, Leonard,  Lipton, Irwin, 
Clemente. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Heise testified in support of his bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Robert Treat, representing the Family Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, testified in 
support of the bill. 
 
Chris Harkins, representing Department of Technology, Management and Budget, submitted a 
card in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4123 before the committee: 
 
HB 4123 (Victory) Torts; liability; personal injury or property damage caused by 

propane gas equipment or appliances; provide protection from 
liability. 

 
Representative Victory and Wayne Kohley, representing the Michigan Propane Gas Association, 
testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Steve Hicks, representing the Michigan Association of Justice, testified with a neutral position. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 10:29 
a.m. 
 
Representative Kevin Cotter, Chair_______________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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