
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, February 21, 2013                9:00 a.m.                    Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Cotter, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanaugh, Lipton, 
Irwin, Clemente. 
Members absent/excused: Rep. Kesto. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the February 14, 2013 meeting. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Leonard moved to excuse Representative Kesto. There being no objection, the motion 
prevailed by unanimous consent.   
 
The Chair laid HB 4054 before the committee: 
 
HB 4054 (Heise) Family law; other; definition of eligible domestic relations order; 

modify. 
 
Substitute (H-1) was adopted on February 14, 2013. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
  
Matthew Schneider and Chad Schmucker, representing the State Court Administrator's Office. 
Jim Miller, representing the Michigan District Judges Association. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report HB 4054 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The 
motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanaugh, Lipton, 
Clemente. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None.  
 
The Chair laid HB 4123 before the committee: 
  
HB 4123 (Victory) Torts; liability; personal injury or property damage caused by propane 

gas equipment or appliances; provide protection from liability. 
 
Representative Heise offered the following amendment to HB 4123: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, following line 16, by inserting:  



 "(2) THE PROTECTION FROM LIABILITY PROVIDED BY SUBSECTION (1) 
DOES NOT APPLY TO A MANUFACTURER OF LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GAS 
EQUIPMENT." and renumbering the remaining subsection. 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4123.  The motion prevailed. 10-0-0. 

 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanaugh, Lipton, 
Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None.  
 
Representative Heise moved to report HB 4123 with recommendation, as amended. The motion 
prevailed 10-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanaugh, Lipton, 
Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None.  
 
The Chair laid HB 4064 before the committee: 
 
HB 4064 (Heise) Courts; records; digital court records and electronically filing court 

papers; allow. 
 
Bill Kandler, representing the Family Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, submitted a card in 
support of the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Leonard offered the following amendments to HB 4064: 
 
 1. Amend page 3, line 14, after "ACCESS" by striking out the balance of the line through 
"FEE" on line 15. 
 2. Amend page 3, line 16, after "AGENCY" by striking out the period and inserting "IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A WRITTEN AGREEMENT. IF ENHANCED ACCESS IS 
PROVIDED TO ANOTHER COURT OR TO A PUBLIC AGENCY UNDER THIS 
SUBSECTION, NO FEES MAY BE CHARGED.". 
 
Representative Leonard moved to adopt the amendments to HB 4064.  The motion prevailed. 9-0-1. 

 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanaugh, Lipton, 
Clemente. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Irwin.  
 
Representative Heise moved to report HB 4064 with recommendation, as amended. The motion 
prevailed 10-0-0. 
 



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanaugh, Lipton, 
Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None.  
 
The Chair laid SB 43 before the committee: 
 
SB 43 (Jones) Courts; judges; certain district court judgeships; increase, and reduce 

number of circuit court judgeships. 
 
Senator Jones testified in support of his bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Judge Lisa Sullivan, representing the Clinton and Gratiot County Judges, testified in support of the 
bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Matthew Schneider and Chad Schmucker, representing the State Court Administrator's Office, 
submitted a card with a neutral position, but did not wish to speak. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4189 before the committee: 
 
HB 4189 (Lipton) Corrections; parole; procedures for objection by judge of parole for 

prisoner; revise. 
 
Representative Lipton and Paul Reingold, representing the Prison and Corrections Section of the 
State Bar of Michigan, testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did now wish to speak: 
 
Representative Haveman. 
Noah Smith, representing the Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan. 
Laura Sager and Barbara Levine, representing the Citizens Alliance on Prisons and Public Spending. 
Natalie Holbrook, representing the American Friends Service Committee - Criminal Justice Program. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 9:54 a.m. 
 
Representative Kevin Cotter, Chair_______________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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