
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, September 12, 2013                9:00 a.m.                    Room 519 House Office Building  
  
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, 
Cavanaugh, Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
Members absent/excused: None. 
 
Representative Kesto moved to approve the minutes of the June 13, 2013 meeting. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4694, HB 4695, HB 4696, and HB 4697 before the committee: 
 
HB 4694 (Cotter) Courts; circuit court; mental health court; create. 
 
HB 4695 (Haines) Courts; circuit court; mental health court; create. 
  
HB 4696 (Walsh) Courts; circuit court; mental health court; create. 
 
HB 4697 (O'Brien) Courts; circuit court; mental health court; create. 
 
Judge Harvey Hoffman, representing the Michigan Association of Drug Court Professionals, 
testified in support of the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Kesto moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4694. The motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.  
 
Representative Jacobsen moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4695. The motion prevailed 11-
0-0. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.  
 
Representative Leonard moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4696. The motion prevailed 11-0-



0. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.   
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4697. The motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.  
 
Chris Rodriguez, representing the Michigan Protection and Advocacy Service, testified on the 
bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Mark Reinstien, representing the Michigan Mental Health Association, testified in support of the 
bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Kathy Hugenian, representing the Michigan Coalition to End Domestic and Sexual Violence. 
Jessica Parks, representing the State Court Administrator's Office. 
Peter Cunningham, representing the State Bar of Michigan. 
Paige Fults, representing the Michigan Health and Hospital Association. 
Representative Joe Haveman. 
Harry Wilson, representing the Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency. 
 
Patrick Clawson, representing himself, submitted a card in opposition to the bills, but did not 
wish to speak. 
 
Representative Cavanagh moved to report HB 4694 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
The motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.  
 
Representative Kesto moved to report HB 4695 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The 
motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
 



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.  
 
Representative Heise moved to report HB 4696 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The 
motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.  
 
Representative Leonard moved to report HB 4697 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The 
motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.      
 Pass: None.  
 
The Chair laid HB 4770, HB 4771, and HB 4772 before the committee: 
 
HB 4770 (Lipton) Law enforcement; reports; requirements for gaining access to 

motor vehicle accident reports within 30 days of the report being 
filed; establish, and provide penalties for noncompliance. 

 
HB 4771 (Graves) Crimes; other; intentionally contacting individual who has 

sustained personal injury or family member of that individual with 
direct solicitation to provide service; prohibit under certain 
circumstances and provide a penalty. 

 
HB 4772 (Cotter) Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for crime of unlawfully accessing motor vehicle accident report; 
establish. 

 
Matt Sowash, representing Representative Graves's office, explained the proposed substitutes. 
 
Representative Irwin moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4770. The motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 



 Nays: None.       
 Pass: None.   
 
Representative Kesto moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4771. The motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin Clemente. 
 Nays: None.       
 Pass: None.   
 
Representative Leonard moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4772. The motion prevailed 11-0-
0. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin Clemente. 
 Nays: None.       
 Pass: None.   
 
Chairman Cotter offered the following amendments to HB 4770 (H-1) 

 
 1. Amend page 2, line 4, after "EMPLOYEE" by inserting a comma and 
"EMPLOYER, FREELANCE JOURNALIST, OR CONTRACT AGENT". 
 2. Amend page 2, line 6, by striking out all of subdivision (G) and inserting:  
 "(G) AN EMPLOYEE, EMPLOYER, FREELANCE JOURNALIST, OR 
CONTRACT AGENT OF A NEWS PUBLICATION.". 
 3. Amend page 3, line 22, after "(D)" by striking out ""NEWSPAPER" 
INCLUDES A NEWSPAPER" and inserting ""NEWS PUBLICATION" INCLUDES A 
NEWS PUBLICATION". 
 4. Amend page 3, line 26, by striking out "NEWSPAPER" and inserting "NEWS 
PUBLICATION". 
 
Representative Lipton moved to adopt the amendments to HB 4770 (H-1). The motion prevailed. 
11-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin Clemente. 
 Nays: None.       
 Pass: None.   
 
Representative Lipton offered the following amendment to HB 4771 (H-1) 

 
1. Amend page 2, line 11, after "SECTION," by striking out the balance of the 

subdivision and inserting "A FELONY PUNISHABLE BY IMPRISONMENT FOR NOT 



MORE THAN 2 YEARS OR A FINE OF NOT MORE THAN $30,000.00, OR BOTH.". 
 
Representative Irwin moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4771 (H-1). The motion prevailed. 
11-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin Clemente. 
 Nays: None.       
 Pass: None.    
 
Patrick Clawson, representing himself, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Samuel Pietsch, representing Matz and Pietsch, P.C., testified in opposition to the bills. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Tim Manning, representing State Farm Insurance. 
Bill Flory, representing the Michigan Association for Justice. 
Sgt. Amy Dehner, representing the Michigan State Police. 
 
Lisa McGraw, representing the Michigan Press Association, submitted a card with a neutral 
position on the bills, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative LaFontaine moved to report HB 4770 as amended, as substitute (H-2) with 
recommendation. The motion prevailed 10-0-1. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.       
 Pass: Rep. Irwin.     
  
Representative Cavanagh moved to report HB 4771 as amended, as substitute (H-2) with 
recommendation. The motion prevailed 10-0-1. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.       
 Pass: Rep. Irwin.     
 
Representative Kesto moved to report HB 4772 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The 
motion prevailed 10-0-1. 
   



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.       
 Pass: Rep. Irwin.     
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 10:19 
a.m. 
 
Representative Kevin Cotter, Chair_______________________________________ 
  
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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