
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, October 24, 2013                9:00 a.m.                    Room 521 House Office Building  
  
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, 
Cavanaugh, Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
Members absent/excused: None. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the October 17, 2013 meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4354 before the committee: 

 
HB 4354 (Walsh) Torts; medical malpractice; emergency treatment rendered in a 

hospital; limit liability for. 
  
Representative Walsh, Diane Bollman, Dr. Michael Baker, and Dr. Larisa Traill, all representing 
the Michigan College of Emergency Physicians, testified in support of the bill. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Steven Galbraith, representing the State Bar of Michigan - Negligence Section and the Oakland 
County Bar Association, and Raymond Morganti, representing the Michigan Defense Trial 
Council, testified in opposition to the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Dr. Robert Malinowski, representing the Michigan College of Emergency Physicians, Dr. 
Amadeo Sturla, representing Michigan Emergency Medicine Residents Association, and Zach 
Jarou, representing himself as a Medical Student, testified in support of the bill. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Steve Goethel and Chad Engelhardt, both representing the Center for Medical Truth and Justice 
and Norman Tucker, representing Michigan Association for Justice, testified in opposition to the 
bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted a card in support of the bill, but due to time constraints, were 
unable to speak: 
 
Dr. Antonio Bonfiglio, representing the Michigan College of Emergency Physicians. 
Dr. James Fox, representing the Michigan College of Emergency Physicians. 
Dr. Charles Grassie, representing the Michigan College of Emergency Physicians. 
Ray Rudoni, MD, representing the Michigan State Medical Society. 
Steve Japinga, representing the Michigan State Medical Society. 
 



The following people submitted a card in opposition to the bill, but due to time constraints, were 
unable to speak: 
 
Bruce Timmons, representing himself. 
Mary Pringlo, representing her family. 
Marti Liska, representing Natalie Hooker. 
Scott Goodwin, representing himself. 
Rulesha Payne, representing her family. 
Genevieve Kotasek, representing Mitchell Greca. 
Emily Thomas, representing herself. 
Arnold Podolsky, M.D., representing himself. 
Gerald Acker, representing Dakota Rudy. 
Michelle Kreger, representing herself and Barbara Seeley. 
Donna Mackenzie, representing Patients of Dr. Fata. 
Michael Behm, representing Jamie Burda. 
Gerald Thorswell, representing himself. 
Shirley Hayward, representing herself. 
 
The following people submitted a card in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Christopher Roskopp, DO, representing St. John Providence. 
Natwalee Kittisarapeng, representing St. John Providence. 
David Lewis, DO, representing St. John Providence Health. 
Hemal Parel, DO, , representing St. John Providence Health. 
Terry Kowalenko, representing the Michigan College of Emergency Medicine. 
James Ziadeh, representing the Michigan College of Emergency Medicine. 
Robert Prodinger, DO, representing Emergency Physicians. 
Crystal Arthur, representing Emergency Physicians. 
Duane Corsi, representing Emergency Medicine. 
David Reis, representing the Michigan College of Emergency Medicine. 
Warren Lanphear, MD, representing Emergency Medicine. 
Mike Reynolds, representing Proassurance. 
 
The following people submitted a card in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Helen Riendeau, representing Church/Wyble PC. 
Kate Mortensen, representing Church/Wyble PC. 
William Christman, representing Church/Wyble PC. 
Ted Samra, representing Church/Wyble PC. 
Vicky Goms, representing Church/Wyble PC. 
Deborah Olive, representing themselves. 
Euel Kinsey, representing themselves. 
Robert Sickels, representing themselves. 
Nolan Ericnson, representing themselves. 
Kenneth Watkins, representing themselves. 
Liza Ivezaj, representing themselves. 



Jennifer Kapushinski, representing themselves. 
Laura Johnson, representing themselves. 
Eileen Kroll, representing themselves. 
Joe Bourgon, representing themselves. 
Jesse Young, representing themselves. 
Ryan Warren, representing themselves. 
Jesse Warren, representing themselves. 
Lissa Racer, representing themselves. 
Kim Graham, representing themselves. 
Linda Provlx, representing themselves. 
Erik Hopkins, representing themselves. 
Lymm Proulx, representing themselves. 
Eric Proulx, representing themselves. 
Kayn Slater, representing themselves. 
Lucinda Gonzales, representing themselves. 
Kimberly Simpson, representing themselves. 
Beverly Medley, representing themselves. 
Sharon Lowe, representing themselves. 
Carol Cline Barnosky, representing themselves. 
Keitha Cowen, representing themselves. 
Carrie Bierschbach, representing themselves. 
Cinthya Guevare, representing themselves. 
Lesue Davis, representing themselves. 
Suzanne Dietrich, representing themselves. 
Charles Ash, representing themselves. 
Shelley McQuillen, representing themselves. 
Gregg Herman, representing themselves. 
Lisa Ward, representing themselves. 
John Turck, representing themselves. 
Jesse Reiter, representing themselves. 
Richard Fox, representing themselves. 
Mark Boegehold, representing themselves. 
Ronald Weiner, representing themselves. 
Michele Green, representing themselves. 
Amanda Jones, representing themselves. 
Jenni Secorski, representing themselves. 
Scott Wedoewfeller, representing themselves. 
Shane Warren, representing themselves. 
Alysha Dronzkowski, representing themselves. 
Helen Hicks, representing themselves. 
Chelsea Richardson, representing themselves. 
Cami McEvens, representing themselves. 
Barry Gates, representing themselves. 
Linda Roberts, representing themselves. 
Kellie Zahara, representing themselves. 
Jamie Williams, representing themselves. 



Evgene Zahara, representing themselves. 
Tanya Johns, representing themselves. 
Nancy Savageau, representing themselves. 
Janice Koehler, representing themselves. 
Derek Brackon, representing themselves. 
Alison Taylor, representing themselves. 
Craig Forison, representing themselves. 
Matthew Hetzner, representing themselves. 
Judy Sussking, representing themselves. 
Dina Zalewski, representing themselves. 
JoAnn Recchia, representing themselves. 
Rachel Ekstrom, representing the Michigan Association of Justice. 
David Mittleman, representing the Michigan Association of Justice. 
M. Chrestan, representing Somners Schwartz, PC. 
Chris Jennings, representing Somners Schwartz, PC. 
Brianne Plott, representing Somners Schwartz, PC. 
Karen Price, representing Somners Schwartz, PC. 
Pauline Lombardi, representing Lund. 
Greg Bereznoff, representing Rebecca Sharp. 
Carla Nicolazzo, representing Thurswell Law Firm. 
Angela Esseily, representing Thurswell Law Firm. 
Arianit Camauy, representing Thurswell Law Firm. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:02 
a.m. 
 
Representative Kevin Cotter, Chair_______________________________________ 
  
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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