MINUTESOF THE COMMITTEE
ON
JUDICIARY

Thursday, November 14, 2013 9:00 am. Room 521 House Office Building
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.

Members present: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard,
Cavanaugh, Lipton, Irwin, Clemente.

Members absent/excused: None.

Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the November 14, 2013 meeting. There
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

The Chair laid HB 5121, HB 5122, HB 5123, HB 5124, HB 5125, and SB 653 before the
committee:

HB 5121 (Walsh) Courts; judges; number of judgeships in the sixteenth circuit court;
increase.

HB 5122 (Kesto) Courts; judges; number of judgeships in the sixth circuit court;
increase.

HB 5123 (Cotter) Courts; judges, number of judgeships in the seventeenth circuit and
the fifth district; modify, and consolidate certain district court
districts.

HB 5124 (Leonard) Courts; judges; certain circuit and district courts, consolidate, and

reduce the number of certain judgeships under certain
circumstances.

HB 5125 (Heise) Courts; reorganization; certain district court districts, authorize
consolidation under certain circumstances and modify the number
of judges.

SB 653  (Jones) Courts; judges,; revise number of judgeships in compliance with

state court administrator's office judges report; require, and
provide for the consolidation of certain courts.

Representative Greimel, representing the 29th District, testified in opposition to SB 653.
Questions and discussion followed.

Representative Neshitt, Senator Schuitmaker, Mike Henry, and James Becker, all representing
VanBuren County, testified in support of SB 653.



Representative Faris, representing District 48, testified in opposition to HB 5125. Questions and
discussion followed.

Bruce Timmons, representing himself, testified with a neutral position on the bills. Questions and
discussion followed.

Judge Cynthia Walker, representing the 50th District Court, and Mayor Leon Jukowski,
representing the City of Pontiac, testified in opposition to SB 653.

Linda Hasson, representing herself as a Pontiac resident, testified in opposition to SB 653.

Joe Baumann, representing the State Court Administrative Office, submitted a card in support of
the bills, and was available to answer further questions.

Representative Erwin-Oakes, representing the 95th District, submitted a card in opposition to HB
5125, but did not wish to speak.

Representative Irwin moved to postpone consideration of HB 5121 for the day. The motion did
not prevail 4-7-0

UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL
Y eas. Reps. Cavanagh, Lipton, Irwin, Clemente.
Nays: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard.
Pass: None.

Representative Kesto moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5121. The motion prevailed 10-0-1.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh,
Lipton, Clemente.

Nays: None.

Pass: Rep. Irwin.

Representative Jacobsen moved to report HB 5121 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation.
The motion prevailed 9-1-1.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas. Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh,
Clemente.

Nays: Rep. Irwin.

Pass: Rep. Lipton.

Representative Kesto moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5122. The motion prevailed 11-0-0.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL
Y eas. Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh,



Lipton, Irwin, Clemente.
Nays. None.
Pass. None.

Representative Kesto moved to report HB 5122 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The
motion prevailed 9-1-1.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh,
Clemente.

Nays: Rep. Irwin.

Pass: Rep. Lipton.

Representative Heise moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5123. The motion prevailed 11-0-0.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh,
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente.

Nays: None.

Pass: None.

Representative Heise moved to report HB 5123 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The
motion prevailed 10-0-1.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas. Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh,
Irwin, Clemente.

Nays. None.

Pass: Rep. Lipton.

Representative Leonard moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5124. The motion prevailed 10-0-
1.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Lipton, Irwin,
Clemente.

Nays: None.

Pass. Rep. Cavanagh.

Representative Cavanagh offered the following amendment to HB 5124 (H-1):
1. Amend page 1, line 4, after "2015," by striking out "56" and inserting "57".

Representative Cavanagh moved to adopt the amendment to HB 5124 (H-1). The motion did not
prevail 4-7-0



UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL
Y eas. Reps. Cavanagh, Lipton, Irwin, Clemente.
Nays: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard.
Pass: None.

Representative Heise moved to report HB 5124 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The
motion prevailed 10-0-1.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas. Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh,
Irwin, Clemente.

Nays. None.

Pass: Rep. Lipton.

Representative Heise moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5125. The motion prevailed 11-0-0.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas. Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh,
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente.

Nays. None.

Pass. None.

Representative Irwin offered the following amendment to HB 5125 (H-1):

1. Amend page 3, line 24, after "resolution” by inserting acommaand "ADOPTED BY
A VOTE OF 2/30F THE COMMISSIONERS ELECTED AND SERVING;,".

Representative Irwin moved to adopt the amendment to HB 5125 (H-1). The motion did not
prevail 4-7-0

UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL
Y eas. Reps. Cavanagh, Lipton, Irwin, Clemente.
Nays: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard.
Pass: None.

Representative Lipton offered the following amendment to HB 5125 (H-1):
1 Amend page 7, line 17, after "has" by striking out "2" and inserting "3".
2. Amend page 7, line 18, after "judges.”" by striking out the balance of the

subdivision.

Representative Lipton moved to adopt the amendment to HB 5125 (H-1). The motion did not
prevail 4-7-0

UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL
Y eas. Reps. Cavanagh, Lipton, Irwin, Clemente.



Nays: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard.
Pass: None.

Representative Leonard moved to report HB 5125 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The
motion prevailed 7-2-2.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL
Y eas. Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Helse, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard.
Nays: Reps. Cavanagh, Irwin.
Pass. Reps. Lipton, Clemente.

Representative Heise moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to SB 653. The motion prevailed 8-1-2.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL
Y eas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Lipton.
Nays: Rep. Irwin.
Pass: Reps. Cavanagh, Clemente.

Representative Cavanagh moved to reconsider the vote by which HB 5124 (H-1) was reported.
The motion prevailed. 9-0-2.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh,
Clemente.

Nays: None.

Pass. Reps. Lipton, Irwin.

Representative Heise moved to report HB 5124 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The
motion prevailed 9-1-1.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas. Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Helse, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Irwin,
Clemente.

Nays: Rep. Cavanagh.

Pass: Rep. Lipton.

There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 10:02
am.

Representative Kevin Cotter, Chair

Angie Lake, Committee Clerk
House Judiciary Committee
alake@house.mi.gov

(517) 373-5795
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