
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Tuesday, December 10, 2013                8:15 a.m.                    Room 327 House Office Building  
  
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, 
Cavanaugh, Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
Members absent/excused: None. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the December 5, 2013 meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4271, HB 5104, and SB 660 before the committee: 
 
HB 4271 (Callton) Controlled substances; marihuana; state and local regulation of 

marihuana provisioning centers; provide for. 
 
HB 5104 (Kowall) Health; medical marihuana; marihuana infused products; allow. 
 
SB 660 (Kahn) Controlled substances; marihuana; sale of pharmaceutical-grade 

cannabis through licensed facilities; allow under certain 
circumstances and regulate the possession and use of 
pharmaceutical-grade cannabis by certain individuals. 

 
Representative Callton and Representative Kowall explained changes made in proposed 
substitutes for HB 4271 and HB 5104. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Becky Eckerson from Senator Kahn's office and Chuck Perricone testified before the committee 
to explain a proposed substitute to SB 660. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Tom De Jonge, bill drafter from the Legislative Service Bureau, answered questions for 
committee members. 
 
Sgt. Amy Dehner, representing the Michigan State Police, testified in opposition to HB 4172 and 
HB 5104 as written and neutral on SB 660. Sgt. Dehner indicated support for progress being 
made in the proposed substitutes. 
 
David Brogren, representing Cannabis Patients United, testified in support of the proposed 
substitutes for HB 4172 and HB 5104. 
 
Diane and Chad Ulrick, on behalf of Colin Ulrick, testified in support of the bills. 
 



Steven Sharpe testified in support of the bills. 
 
Elaine M. Womboldt, on behalf of her neighborhood, testified on medical marijuana and 
indicated a neutral position on the bills. 
 
Mary Detting, a massage therapist and holistic medicine caregiver, testified in support of the 
bills. 
 
Mathew Abel, representing Michigan NORML, testified in support of the bills, if all bills pass. 
 
Sara Spurgeon, representing caregivers, testified in support of HB 4271 and HB 5104. 
 
Joe Cain, representing the National Medical Marijuana Coalition and the Citizens For Human 
Rights, testified in support of HB 4271 and HB 5104, and in opposition to SB 660. 
 
Nicole Hernandez, representing medical marijuana patients and caregivers, testified before the 
committee in support of HB 4271 and HB 5104. 
 
G. Steve Green testified in opposition to SB 660. 
 
Vice-Chair Kesto was called to the Chair. 
 
Gershom Avery, representing the Cannabis Cancer Project, testified in support of HB 4271 and 
HB 5104, and in opposition to SB 660. 
 
Sheryl Brown, a medical marijuana patient, testified in support of HB 4271 and HB 5104, and in 
opposition to SB 660. 
 
Carrie Allen from Phoenix Consulting, representing Advanced Hydroponic Growers Supply, 
testified in support of HB 4271 and HB 5104, and in opposition to SB 660. 
 
Chairman Cotter resumed the Chair. 
 
The following people submitted cards but did not wish to speak: 
 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the ACLU, in support of HB 4271 and HB 5104. 
Noah Smith, representing the Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan, in support of HB 4271 
and HB 5104. 
Sarah Gadzinski, in support of HB 5104. 
Eric Roats, representing the Michigan Pharmacists Association, neutral on SB 660. 
Kerry Pickett, in support of HB 4271 and HB 5104. 
Carole Engle, from the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, available to 
answer questions on SB 660, if needed. 
 
 
 



Representative Kesto moved to adopt substitute (H-3) to HB 4271. The motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Irwin offered the following amendment to HB 4271 (H-3): 
 
 1. Amend page 4, line 2, after "diameter." by inserting "The roots of the seedling 
shall not be included when determining height.". 
 
Subsequent to discussion Representative Irwin withdrew his amendment. 
 
Representative Jacobsen moved to report HB 4271 as substitute (H-3) with recommendation. 
The motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Kesto moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to HB 5104. The motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Kesto moved to report HB 5104 as substitute (H-2) with recommendation. The 
motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Kesto moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to SB 660. The motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
 
 



Representative Irwin moved to adopt the following amendment to SB 660 (H-1): 
 
 1.    Amend page 24, line 8, after "SHALL" by inserting "NOT". 
 
The motion did not prevail 3-6-2. 
 
 Yeas: Reps. Cavanagh, Lipton, Irwin. 
 Nays: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, Leonard, 
 Pass: Reps. LaFontaine, Clemente. 
 
Representative Jacobsen moved to report SB 660 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The 
motion prevailed 8-1-2. 
 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: Rep. Irwin. 
 Pass: Reps. Lipton, Clemente. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 9:50 
a.m. 
  
Representative Kevin Cotter, Chair_______________________________________ 
  
Doug Simon, Committee Clerk 
dsimon@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-8099 
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