
 
 

Minutes of the House Standing Committee 
on 

Natural Resources 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thursday, June 6, 2013                          3:30 p.m.      Room 307 House Office Building 
 
The House Standing Committee on Natural Resources was called to order by Representative 
Andrea L. LaFontaine, Chair. 

_____ 
 

The Clerk called the roll; members present were Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, 
Johnson, McBroom, Victory, Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela.  (9/9) 
The Clerk announced that a quorum was present. 
 
In attendance were Representatives Jim Stamas and Kevin Daley. 

______ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee the minutes of June 4, 2013 as printed. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to adopt the minutes of June 4, 2013 as printed. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 
present; the minutes were adopted as printed. 

_____ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee Senate Bill 163. 
 
SB 163 Green Natural resources; wetlands; permit exemptions for wetlands and 

inland lakes and streams; revise, and require more information 
from department justifying denial of any part 13 permits. 

 
The Chair announced she would be taking up the remaining cards from Tuesday's meeting first 
for testimony, and then taking up the cards that were submitted today. 
 
John Zelinko, representing Zelinko Brothers, stated he support the bill, but would defer his 
remaining time. 
 
Michael H. Perry, Attorney representing Dorance Amos of Three Morrisons Inc., testified in 
opposition to the bill. 
 
Raga Elin, Director of Global Government Relations Cliffs Natural Resources, supported the 
bill, submitted a card wishing to testify, but was not present at today's committee meeting. 
 
Dennis Heffron, owner of Heffron Farms and Markets, testified in opposition to the bill.  
Following his testimony, Mr. Heffron answered questions from a committee member. 
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Trevor Young, representing S. Hecksel Farms, LLC, opposed the bill, submitted a card wishing 
to testify, but was not present at today's committee meeting. 
 
Lee Schwartz, representing the Home Builders, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Doug Roberts and Gary Dawson, representing Consumers Energy, testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards, but did not wish to speak: 
 Brian Westrin, representing the Michigan Association of Realtors, supporting the bill; 
 Jack Schmitt, representing the Michigan League of Conservation Voters, opposing the bill; 
 Margaret Cook, representing Cook Brothers Farms, opposing the bill; 

Larry Julian, representing MI Allied Poultry Industry; MI Soybean Association; 
   MI Floriculture Growers Council, supporting the (H-3) for the bill; 
 George Carr, representing, WE Energies, supporting the bill; 
 George Hubka, representing Hub Farms, supporting the bill; 
 Mike Wenkel, representing the Potato Growers of Michigan, supporting the bill; 
 Wayne Wood, representing Michigan Farm Bureau, supporting the bill; 
 Matt Smego, representing Michigan Farm Bureau, supporting the bill; 
 Mark Stadt, representing DTE Energy, supporting the bill; 
 Andy Such, Michigan Manufacturers Association, supporting the bill; 
 Kim W. Kerr, representing Michigan Farm Bureau, supporting the bill; 
 Greg Clark, representing Indiana Michigan Power, supporting the bill; 
 Wayne Squanda, representing Indian Fields, Inc., supporting the bill; 
 Elizabeth Rupprecht, representing Kingstreet Dairy Farm, supporting the bill; 
 Dan Wyant, Director of the Department of Environmental Quality, supporting the bill; 
 Jim Miller, representing the Michigan Agribusiness, supporting the bill; 
 Nathan J. Rupprecht, representing Kingstreet Dairy Farm, supporting the bill; 
 Jason R. Scramlin, representing Western Michigan Farm Bureau, supporting the bill; and 
 John Jansen, supporting the bill. 
 
Adam Robarge submitted written testimony in opposition to the bill as introduced. 
 
The Chair opened the floor to allow committee members to render their comments on the bill 
prior to voting on the bill.  Representatives Goike, McBroom, Smiley, Dianda, Rendon, and 
Kivela addressed the committee. 
 
Chair LaFontaine offered the substitute (H-3) for Senate Bill 163 
Representative Goike moved to adopt the substitute (H-3) for Senate Bill 163. 
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 

Yeas: Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, McBroom, Victory, 
and Kivela, (7/9) 

Nays:  None, (0) 
Pass:  Representatives Smiley and Dianda.  (2/9)  

 
The substitute (H-3) was adopted. 
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Representative Rendon moved to report Senate Bill 163 with the recommendation that the 
substitute (H-3) be adopted and that the bill then be adopted. 
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 

Yeas: Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, Victory, and Kivela, 
(6/9) 

Nays:  Representatives McBroom, Smiley, and Dianda.  (3/9) 
 

The bill and the substitute were referred to the full House. 
______ 

 
There being no other business before the committee; Representative Rendon moved to 
adjourn the meeting.  
The motion prevailed by unanimous consent of members present, the time being 4:30 p.m. 
The Chair declared the Committee adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Andrea M. LaFontaine, Chair  
House Standing Committee on Natural Resources 
 
 
 
 
____________________________   ______________________________  
Joy Brewer, Committee Clerk                  Date approved by the committee 
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