
 
 

 
Minutes of the House Standing Committee 

on 
Natural Resources 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tuesday, November 5, 2013                       12:00 Noon           Room 307 House Office Building 
 
 
The House Standing Committee on Natural Resources was called to order by Representative 
Andrea L. LaFontaine, Chair. 

_____ 
 

The Clerk called the roll; members present were Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, 
Johnson, McBroom, Victory, Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela.  (9/9) 
The Clerk announced that a quorum was present. 

______ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee the minutes of October 29, 2013 as printed. 
 
Representative Kivela moved to adopt the minutes of October 29, 2013 as printed. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 
present; the minutes were adopted as printed. 

_____ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee Senate Bill 404. 
 
SB 404 (Brandenburg) Environmental protection; funding; perpetual care fund; modify 

acceptable instruments. 
 
Maggie Datema, Legislative Liaison and Policy Advisor for the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality, explained to the committee members the substitute (H-2) which 
incorporates all the department's suggested amendments to the bill.   
 
Mark Stadt, Manager for State Governmental Affairs for DTE Energy, submitted a testimony 
card in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Rendon offered and moved to adopt the substitute (H-2) for Senate Bill 404. 
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 

Yeas: Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, McBroom, Victory, 
Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela, (9/9) 

Nays:  None. (0) 
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The substitute (H-2) was adopted. 
 
Representative Goike moved to report Senate Bill 404 with the recommendation that the 
substitute (H-2) be adopted and that the bill then pass. 
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 

Yeas: Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, McBroom, Victory, 
Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela, (9/9) 

Nays:  None. (0) 
 

The bill and the substitute were referred to the full House. 
______ 

 
The Chair laid before the committee Michigan Department of Natural Resources Managed 
Public Land Strategy. 
 
Keith Creigh, Director of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and Steve Sutton 
Manager of the Real Estate Services in the Finance and Operations in the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources, updated the committee on the department's comprehensive management 
plan for Michigan's public owned lands.  Following the presentation, Director Creigh responded 
to committee member's questions. A copy of the highlights of the department's report is attached. 

______ 
 
Majority Vice-Chair Rendon  took the gavel. 
 
The Chair laid before the committee House Bill 5005. 
 
HB 5005 (LaFontaine) Environmental protection; solid waste; diverted waste; exempt 

from definition of solid waste and regulate collection centers. 
 
The Chair introduced her bill to the committee members.  Following her explanation of the 
legislation, the Chair answered questions from a committee member. 
 
Sarah Howes, Legislative Liaison at the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, and 
Elizabeth Browne, Chief of the Office of Waste Management and Radiological Protection at the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, testified in support of the bill.  Following their 
testimony, Ms. Browne responded to a member's questions. 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 Kerrin O'Brien, Executive Director for the Michigan Recycling Coalition; 
 Jack Schick, representing the Michigan Pharmacists Association; 
 Brooke McComb, representing the Michigan Pharmacists Association; 
 Brad Garmon, Director of Conservation and Emerging Issues at the Michigan 
Environmental Council; 
 Brian Kander, representing Detroit Renewable Energy;  
 Dan Batts, President of the Michigan Waste Industries Association; 
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 Nell Kuhnmench, representing Scott Maris, Vice-President at EQ The Environmental 
Quality Company;  
 Larry Wagenknecht, Chief Executive Officer for the Michigan Pharmacists 
Association; 
 Tom Frazier Legislative Liaison for the Michigan Townships Association; 
 Chris Angel, representing the Great Lakes Clean Water Organization 
 
The Chair took the gavel. 
 
Representative Goike offered and moved to adopt the substitute (H-2) for House Bill 5005. 
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 

Yeas: Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, McBroom, Victory, 
Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela, (9/9) 

Nays:  None. (0) 
 

The substitute (H-2) was adopted. 
 
Representative Goike offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to House Bill 
5005 (H-2):  
 

1. Amend page 12, following line 19, by inserting: 
"(3)  THE OPERATOR OF A WASTE DIVERSION CENTER MAY REJECT 

ANY DIVERTED WASTE.". 
 
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 

Yeas: Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, McBroom, Victory, 
Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela, (9/9) 

Nays:  None. (0) 
 

The amendment was adopted 
 
Representative Rendon moved to report House Bill 5005 with the recommendation that the 
substitute (H-3) be adopted and that the bill then pass. 
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 

Yeas: Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, McBroom, Victory, 
Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela, (9/9) 

Nays:  None. (0) 
 

The bill and the substitute were referred to the full House. 
______ 
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There being no other business before the committee; Representative Rendon moved to 
adjourn the meeting.  
 
The motion prevailed by unanimous consent of members present, the time being 12:31 p.m. 
The Chair declared the Committee adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Andrea M. LaFontaine, Chair  
House Standing Committee on Natural Resources 
 
 
 
 
___________________________   ______________________________  
Joy Brewer, Committee Clerk              Date approved by the committee 
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