
 
 

 
Minutes of the House Standing Committee 

on 
Natural Resources 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tuesday, December 3, 2013           12:00 Noon           Room 307 House Office Building 
 
 
The House Standing Committee on Natural Resources was called to order by Representative 
Andrea L. LaFontaine, Chair. 

_____ 
 

The Clerk called the roll; members present were Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, 
Johnson, McBroom, Victory, Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela.  (9/9) 
The Clerk announced that a quorum was present. 

______ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee the minutes of November 12 2013 as printed. 
 
Representative Goike moved to adopt the minutes of November 12, 2013 as printed. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 
present; the minutes were adopted as printed. 

_____ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee Senate Bill 68. 
 
SB 68 (Hansen) Vehicles; off-road; definition of ATV; revise to create separate 

category of recreational off-road vehicles. 
 
Senator Hansen, the bill sponsor for Senate Bill 68, explained the bill to committee members.  
Following his introduction of the bill, Senator Hansen responded to questions from a committee 
member.   
 
Sam Boumis, Legal Counsel and  Lobbying Advocate for Scofes and Associates Consulting, 
testified in support of the bill, and introduced Lynda Chilstrom, Account Director Lobbyist for 
Goff Public Affairs representing Polaris Company, who also testified in support of the bill. 
 
Trevor VanDyke, Legislative Liaison, and Policy Advisor for the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources, testified in support of the bill.  Following his testimony, Mr. VanDyke 
answered questions from various committee members. 
 
Amy Trotter, Resource Policy Manager for Michigan United Conservation Clubs, submitted a 
testimony card in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
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Representative Goike moved to report Senate Bill 68 with the recommendation that the bill 
then pass. 
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 

Yeas: Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, McBroom, Victory, 
Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela, (9/9) 

Nays:  None. (0) 
 

The bill was referred to the full House. 
______ 

 
The Chair laid before the committee House Bill 5107 
 
HB 5107 (Graves) Natural resources; inland lakes; repair or replacement of a failed 

seawall; provide for a minor permit category. 
 
Matt Sowash, Legislative Assistant for Representative Graves, the bill sponsor, explained the 
House substitute (H-1) to committee members.  Representative Graves stated he was available to 
answer any questions. 
 
Sarah Howes, Legislative Liaison for the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality,   
introduced Kimberly Fish Assistant Division Chief in the Water Resources Division of the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, and testified in support of the substitute (H-1). 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 Jason  Geer, Director of Energy and Environmental Policy for the Michigan Chamber 
of Commerce; and 
 Lee Schwartz, Executive Vice President for Government Relations for the Home 
Builders Association of Michigan,  
 
Representative Rendon offered and moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) for House Bill 
5107. 
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 

Yeas: Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, McBroom, Victory, 
Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela, (9/9) 

Nays:  None. (0) 
 

The substitute (H-1) was adopted. 
 
Representative Rendon offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to House Bill 
5107 (H-1): 

1. Amend page 10, following line 9, by inserting: 
"Enacting section 1. This amendatory act takes effect the expiration of 90 days after the 

date it is enacted into law.". 
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The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 

Yeas: Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, McBroom, Victory, 
Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela, (9/9) 

Nays:  None. (0) 
 

The amendment was adopted.  
 
Representative Goike moved to report House Bill 5107 with the recommendation that the 
substitute (H-2) be adopted and that the bill then pass. 
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 

Yeas: Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, McBroom, Victory, 
Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela, (9/9) 

Nays:  None. (0) 
 

The bill and the substitute were referred to the full House. 
______ 

 
The Chair laid before the committee House Bill 5805 
 
HB 5085 (Potvin) Weapons; safety and training; requirement for physical presence of 

parent or guardian during use of a pistol by a minor; provide 
exception to certain individuals. 

 
Representative Potvin, the bill sponsor, explained the bill to committee members.  Following his 
introduction of the bill, Representative Potvin responded to questions from committee members.   
 
Frank Reigelman, representing the Michigan Crossroads Council, testified in support of the bill.   
 
Connie Elliot, representing the Michigan Crossroads Council, testified in support of the 
legislation.  
 
Raymond Davis, representing the Boy Scouts of America, testified in support of the bill.  
Following his testimony, Mr. Davis answered questions from a committee member. 
 
Representative Potvin addressed further questions from the committee. 
 
Dakota Moore, State Liaison for the National Rifle Association, testified in support of the bill.  
Mr. Moore spoke to various questions from committee members.  A copy of his written 
testimony is attached. 
 
Trevor VanDyke, Legislative Liaison, and Policy Advisor for the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources, expressed the concerns the department has with the legislation as written. 
 
Dakota Moore, State Liaison for the National Rifle Association, came forth and answered 
additional questions. 
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The following individuals submitted testimony cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 Brady Schickinger, Executive Director for the Michigan Coalition for Responsible 
Gun Owners; and 
 Amy Trotter, Resource Policy Manager for Michigan United Conservation Clubs.   
Copies of their written testimony is attached. 
 
Chairperson LaFontaine offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to House 
Bill 5085: 
 1.   Amend page 8, line 10, after "OLDER" by inserting a comma and "WHO IS 
AUTHORIZED BY THE PERSON'S PARENT OR GUARDIAN, AND". 
 
The motion did not prevail by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed 
to and serving on the committee, voting as follows: 

Yeas: Representatives LaFontaine, (1/9) 
Nays:  Representatives Goike, McBroom, Dianda, and Kivela, (4/9) 
Pass:  Representative Rendon, Johnson, Victory, and Smiley. (4/9) 

 
The amendment was not adopted. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to report House Bill 5085 with the recommendation that the 
bill then pass. 
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 

Yeas: Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, McBroom, Victory, 
Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela, (9/9) 

Nays:  None. (0) 
 

The bill was referred to the full House. 
______ 

 
There being no other business before the committee; Representative McBroom moved to 
adjourn the meeting.  
The motion prevailed by unanimous consent of members present, the time being 1:00 p.m. 
The Chair declared the Committee adjourned. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Andrea M. LaFontaine, Chair  
House Standing Committee on Natural Resources 
 
 
 
 
___________________________   ______________________________  
Joy Brewer, Committee Clerk              Date approved by the committee 
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