
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
REGULATORY REFORM 

  
Tuesday, February 4, 2014               9:00 a.m.                    Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Regulatory Reform was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Crawford, McBroom, Denby, McMillin, LaFontaine, Rendon, Yonker, 
Kelly, Kesto, Haugh, Abed, Stanley, Dianda, Nathan, Schor. 
Members absent/excused:  None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5163 before the committee: 
 
HB 5163 (VerHeulen) Agriculture; animals; persons allowed to breed large carnivores; 

expand. 
 
The following people submitted a card in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Scott Carter, representing the Detroit Zoological Society. 
Kimberly Thompson, representing Potter Park Zoo. 
Cynthia Wagner, representing Potter Park Zoo. 
Judilee Marrow, representing Binder Park Zoo. 
 
The following people submitted a card in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Peg Evola, representing Natures Creek. 
Rick Evola, representing Natures Creek Zoo. 
Rachelle Gehringer, representing Premier Animal Attractions. 
Dave Hoekstra, representing Boulder Ridge Wild Animal Park. 
Dawn Hoekstra, representing Boulder Ridge Wild Animal Park. 
Kirk Elya, representing Whispering Pines Mobile Zoo. 
Jim Wheeler, representing TLC Acres. 
Jackie Wheeler, representing TLC acres. 
Terry Anderson, representing Anderson and Girl Orchards. 
Ron Kooiznga, representing himself. 
Jason Couturier, representing Cindy Lou Zoo. 
William Miller, Jr., Wilderness Trails Zoo. 
Kristopher Derose, representing himself. 
 
Representative VerHeulen, Brenda Stringer and Andy McIntyre, both representing John Ball Zoo, 
testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Andrew Gehringer, representing Premier Animal Attractions, testified in opposition to the bill. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Tara Harrison, representing Potter Park Zoo, testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion 



followed.  
 
Carrie Cramer, representing the DeYoung Family Zoo, testified in opposition to the bill. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
Derek Bajena and Dr. James Avenill, both representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture, 
submitted a card with a neutral position on the bill, and were available for questions. 
 
Representative McBroom moved to approve the minutes of the January 28, 2014 meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 10:25 a.m. 
 
Representative Hugh Crawford, Chair_______________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Regulatory Reform Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov  
(517) 373-5795 
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