
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
TAX POLICY 

 
 
Room 519 House Office Building               Wednesday 9:00 a.m.            January 22, 2014 
 
Representative Jeff Farrington, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Farrington requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Price, Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend, 

Absent/Excused: None. 
 
Representative Lyons moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on January 15, 2014. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 146 before the committee. 
 
SB 146 (Young) Economic development; neighborhood enterprise zones; 

neighborhood enterprise zone eligibility; expand. 
 
The following submitted testimony card on SB 146: 
 
Bill McMaster, representing the Taxpayers United (oppose) 
 
Representative Lyons moved to report SB 146 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-1-2 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Price, Kelly, Barnett, 
Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend, 

Nays: Representative Somerville, 
 Pass: Representatives Genetski and Nesbitt. 
 

SB 146 reported with recommendation 
 
The Chair laid SB 533 before the committee. 
 



SB 533 (Kahn) Economic development; brownfield redevelopment authority; date 
of report for collection of certain tax increment revenue; revise for 
2013 only. 

 
The following submitted testimony cards on SB 533: 
 
Bill McMaster, representing the Taxpayers United (oppose) 
 
Representative O’Brien moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for SB 533. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Price, Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend, 

Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Foster moved to report SB 533 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Price, Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend, 

Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 

SB 533 reported with recommendation as a substitute (H-1) 
 
The Chair laid SB 396 before the committee. 
 
SB 396 (Casperson) Property tax; assessments; retention of taxable value for property 

improvements required due to certain natural disaster losses; 
provide for. 

 
Marty Fittante, representing Senator Casperson’s office, explained SB 396 and the proposed (H- 
1) substitute.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Howard Ryan, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury, testified indicating support  
for the proposed (H-1) substitute. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on SB 396. 
 
Samantha Harkins, representing the Michigan Municipal League (oppose) 
Bill Fowler, representing the Michigan Assessors Association (support) 



 
 
Representative Cotter moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for SB 396. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Price, Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend, 

Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5172 and HB 5173 before the committee. 
 
 
HB 5172 (Genetski) Property tax; assessments; interior home inspection by tax 

assessors; require written consent without penalty to homeowner if 
consent is denied. 

 
HB 5173 (Shirkey) Property tax; assessments; provisions in the official assessors 

manual for property inspection by tax assessors; revise and provide 
for an opt-out provision without penalty to homeowner. 

 
Representative Genetski and Representative Shirkey explained HB 5172 and HB 5173.  
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following testified on HB 5172 and HB 5173: 
 
Bill Fowler, representing the Michigan Assessors Association (oppose) 
Lesli Lehner, representing Fruitport Charter Township (oppose) 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on HB 5172 and HB 5173 wishing to speak but were  
unable due to time constraints. 
 
Edward VanderVries, representing himself (oppose) 
Anne Schieber, representing the Mackinac Center for Public Policy (support) 
Donna VanderVries, representing Muskegon County (oppose) 
Judy Allen, representing the Michigan Township Association (oppose) 
Bill McMaster, representing the Taxpayers United (support) 
 
The following submitted testimony cards but did not wish to speak. 
 
Lela S. Miller, representing Fruitport Township (oppose) 
Rose Dillon, representing Fruitport Township (oppose) 
Samantha Harkins, representing the Michigan Municipal League (oppose) 
 



The following submitted written comments: 
 
Tina Papineau, Dryden Township Supervisor/Assessor 
Joan Fabiano, Founder of Grassroots in Michigan 
Simon Haddad, Clinton Township 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Jeff Farrington, Chair                                   David C. Mead 
                                                                                                                    Committee Clerk 
                                                                                                                    January 22, 2014 
________________________________                       90 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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