
 
 
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
TAX POLICY 

 
Room 519 House Office Building               Wednesday 9:00 a.m.            March 20, 2013 
 
Representative Jeff Farrington, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Farrington requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Price, Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski,  Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend, 

Absent/Excused: None. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on March 13, 2013. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4135 before the committee. 
 
HB 4135 (Foster) Property tax; principal residence exemption; eligibility to claim 

exemption on certain homes in foreclosure claimed by certain 
foreclosing entities; eliminate requirement to pay amount 
equivalent to school operating mills. 

 
The following submitted testimony cards but did not wish to speak 
 
John Llewellyn, representing the Michigan Bankers Association (support) 
David Randels, representing the Oakland Schools (oppose) 
Ron Koehler, representing the Kent ISD (oppose) 
Debbie Squires, representing the Michigan Elementary and Middle School Principals 
(MEMSPA) (oppose) 
Bob Kefgen, representing Michigan Association of Secondary School Principals (MASSP) 
(oppose) 
Kathy Merry, representing the Wayne RESA (oppose) 
Ray Telman, representing the Middle Cities Education Association (oppose) 
Gerald Peregord, representing the School Equity Caucus (oppose) 
Don Olendorf, representing the ESA Legislative Consortium (oppose) 
Brad Biladeau, representing the Michigan Association of School Administrators (oppose) 
Emily Laidlaw, representing the Michigan Association of Intermediate School Districts (oppose) 
 



Representative Barnett moved to adopt the following amendments to HB 4135 
 1. Amend page 5, line 21, after "leased" by striking out the balance of the line 
through "foreclosure" on line 23. 
 2. Amend page 6, line 13, after "leased" by striking out the balance of the line 
through "section" on line 14.  
 3. Amend page 6, line 23, after "leased" by striking out the balance of the line 
through "section" on line 24. 
 4. Amend page 6, line 26, after "property." by striking out the balance of the line 
through "if" on line 27 and inserting "IF". 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives: Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Price, Somerville, Kelly, 
Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy  and Townsend, 

Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair placed the committee at ease, the time being 9:07 am 
The Chair called the committee back to order, the time being 9:10 am 
 
The Chair laid HB 4288, HB 4289, HB 4290, HB 4291 and HB 4292 before the committee. 
 
HB 4288 (Foster) Sales tax; other; indirect audit procedures; prohibit under certain 

circumstances. 
 
HB 4289 (Nesbitt) State financing and management; escheats; auditing standards and 

process; modify. 
 
HB 4290 (Genetski) State financing and management; audits; printed and electronic 

formats of audit manuals, training manuals, and various other 
documents; require department to provide. 

 
HB 4291 (Farrington) Taxation; administration; performance of certain audits; modify 

procedures. 
 
HB 4292 (MacGregor) Use tax; other; indirect audit procedures; prohibit under certain 

circumstances. 
 
Representative Nesbitt and Representative Genetski, explained the bill package to committee  
members. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
The following testified on the bill package with questions and discussion following each. 
 
Tricia Kinley and Ed Kisscovni, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce (support) 
Howard Ryan, Paul Connors, Ellen Slenk, Sara Pierson and Stan Weber, representing the  



Michigan Department of Treasury (oppose) 
 
Chris Glass and Dave Barrons, representing the Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce (support) 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for the bill package but did not  
wish to speak. 
 
Michael Healy, representing the Michigan Association of CPAs 
Linda Gobler, representing the Michigan Grocers Association 
 
Chris Glass, representing the Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce, submitted written  
comments in support of the bill package. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Jeff Farrington, Chair                           David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
March 20, 2013 

________________________________               90 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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