
 
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
TAX POLICY 

 
 
Room 519 House Office Building               Wednesday 9:00 a.m.            April 30, 2014 
 
Representative Jeff Farrington, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Farrington requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Price, Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy, and Townsend, 

Absent/Excused: None. 
 
Representative Genetski moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on March 26, 2014. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 536 before the committee. 
 
SB 536 (Proos) Economic development; other; short-term abatement program; 

provide for. 
 
Senator Proos and Representative O’Brien explained SB 536. Questions and discussion  
followed. 
 
The following testified on SB 536: 
 
Derek Nofz, representing the Southwest Michigan First (support) 
Howard Ryan, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury (support with amendment) 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for SB 536: 
 
Art Kale, representing the Albion Economic Development Corporation 
Deena Bosworth, representing the Michigan Association of Counties 
 
Don Wotruba, submitted a written Memorandum on SB 536. 
 
Representative O’Brien moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for SB 536. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 



Yeas: Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Price, Somerville, Kelly, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy, and Townsend, 

Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5261 before the committee. 
 
HB 5261 (Cotter) Sales tax; exemptions; sale of vehicles to certain family members; 

exempt. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to report HB 5261 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Price, Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy, and Townsend, 

Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 

HB 5261 reported with recommendation 
 
The Chair laid HB 5492 and HB 5459 before the committee. 
 
HB 5492 (Poleski) Use tax; distribution; 1% of use tax revenue; earmark to road 

funding. 
 
HB 5459 (Pettalia) Sales tax; distribution; portion of sales tax revenue; earmark 

distribution and limit use to transportation purposes. 
 
Matt Blakely, from Representative Pettalia’s office, explained HB 5459 to committee members. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for HB 5459. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Farrington, Genetski, Cotter, Lyons, Nesbitt, Price, Somerville, 
Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy, and Townsend, 

Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Jim Stansell, representing the House Fiscal Agency, answered questions on HB 5492 and HB 
5459 for committee members. 
 



The following testified on HB 5492 and HB 5459: 
 
Ed Noyola, representing the County Road Association of Michigan (support) 
Lance Binoniemi, representing the Michigan Infrastructure & Transportation Association 
(support) 
Steve Currie, representing the Michigan Association of Counties (oppose) 
Clark Harder, representing the Michigan Public Transportation Association (neutral) 
John LaMacchia, representing the Michigan Municipal League (neutral) 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 10:25 a.m. 
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