
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON 

TAX POLICY 
   

Wednesday, May 8, 2013            9:00 a.m.                             Room 519, House Office Building 
 

The House Committee on Tax Policy was called to order by the Chairman, Representative Jeff 
Farrington. 
 
Members present: Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend. 
 
Members absent/excused: Representative Price. 
 
Representative Lyons moved to excuse all absent members. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to approve the minutes of May 1, 2013. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid House Bill 4540 before the committee: 
 
HB 4540  (Stamas)  Economic development; plant rehabilitation; taxation of certain 

industrial facilities exemption certificates; clarify. 
 
Representative Jim Stamas, bill sponsor, explained the bill to the committee. 
 
Randy Cross, CEO RC Productions/Source One Digital, supported the bill. 
 
David Randels, Oakland Schools, opposed the bill. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 4540.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:  
 
 Yeas: Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, and Townsend.  



 Nays: None. 
Pass: None. 

 
Representative Kelly moved to report HB 4540 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:  
 
 Yeas: Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend.  
 Nays: None. 

Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid House Bill 4541 before the committee: 
 
HB 4541  (Kelly)  Economic development; obsolete property and rehabilitation; 

application approval for previous tax year; allow under certain 
circumstances. 

 
Nikki Brown, Michigan Municipal League, supported the bill. 
 
Paul Connors, Michigan Department of Treasury, supported the bill. 
 
David Randels, Oakland Schools, opposed the bill. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 4541.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:  
 
 Yeas: Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend.  
 Nays: None. 

Pass: None. 
 
Representative Lyons moved to report HB 4541 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:  
 
 Yeas: Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend.  
 Nays: None. 



Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid House Bill 4705 before the committee: 
 
HB 4705 (McBroom)  Property tax; state education tax; reimbursement of certain levied 

millage revenues; allow. 
 
Paul Connors, Michigan Department of Treasury, supported the bill. 
 
Paul Burns, office of Representative Ed McBroom, explained the bill. 
 
Dan Wotruba, Michigan Association of School Boards, supported the bill. 
 
Representative Foster moved to report HB 4705 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:  
 
 Yeas: Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend.  
 Nays: None. 

Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid House Bill 4245 before the committee: 
 
HB 4245 (Daley)  Property tax; exemptions; eligible renewable energy systems; 

exempt. 
 
Representative Daley, bill sponsor, explained the bill. 
 
Jim Reid, representing farmers, supported the bill. 
 
Matt Smego, Michigan Farm Bureau, supported the bill. 
 
Rebecca Park, Michigan Farm Bureau, supported the bill. 
 
Dean Berden, DB Solar LLC, supported the bill. 
 
Judy Allen, Michigan Townships Association, opposed the bill. 
 
James Clift, Michigan Environmental Council, supported the bill. 
 
Samantha Harkins, Michigan Municipal League, opposed the bill. 
 
Dan Scripps, Michigan Energy Innovation Business Council, supported the bill. 



 
Deena Bosworth, Michigan Association of Counties, opposed the bill. 
 
James Carter, Great Lakes Renewable Energy Association, supported the bill. 
 
Paul Connors, Michigan Department of Treasury, opposed the bill. 
 
Mickey Knight, Knight Consulting/Michigan Assessors Association, opposed the bill. 
 
David Randels, Oakland Schools, opposed the bill. 
 
Kathleen Merry, Wayne Regional Educational Service Agency, opposed the bill. 
 
Debbie Squires, Michigan Elementary Middle School Principals, opposed the bill. 
 
Mike Berkowitz, Sierra Club Michigan Chapter, supported the bill. 
 
Emily Laidlaw, Michigan Association of School Administrators, opposed the bill. 
 
Don Olendorf, Endangered Species Association Legislative Group, opposed the bill. 
 
Jerry Johnson, Genesee Independent School District, opposed the bill. 
 
Rebecca Rocho,  Berry, Branch, Calhoun Independent School Districts, opposed the bill. 
 
Val Vail-Shirey, Julian Vail LLC, supported the bill. 
 
Tricia Kinley, Michigan Chamber, supported the bill. 
 
Jennifer Smith, Michigan Association of School Boards, opposed the bill. 
 
There being no further business before the committee and seeing no objection, the Chair 
adjourned the meeting, the time being 10:25 a.m. 
 
Representative Jeff Farrington, Chairman ____________________________________ 
Ben Williams Jr., Committee Clerk, (517) 373-1988 
1 Hour and 25 Minutes 
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