
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
TAX POLICY 

 
 
Room 519 House Office Building               Wednesday 9:00 a.m.            September 25, 2013 
 
Representative Jeff Farrington, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Farrington requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, Price, 
Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, LaVoy and Townsend, 

Absent/Excused: Representative Haugh. 
 
Representative Somerville moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on September 18, 
2013. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Barnett moved to excuse absent member. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 25 before the committee. 
 
SB 25 (Hildenbrand) Property tax; principal residence exemption; appeal process for 

principal residence exemption; revise. 
 
The following submitted testimony card but did not wish to speak. 
 
John LaMacchia, representing the Michigan Municipal League (oppose) 
 
Representative Nesbitt moved to report SB 25 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives: Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, Price, 
Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, LaVoy and Townsend, 

Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 

SB 25 reported with recommendation 



 
The Chair laid HB 4259 before the committee. 
 
HB 4259 (Durhal) Economic development; obsolete property and rehabilitation; 

eligibility criteria; modify. 
 
Representative Durhal explained his bill to committee members. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following testified on HB 4259. 
 
Tom Brennan and Robert Weins, representing Green Garage, LLC (support) 
James McBryde, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (support) 
 
The following submitted written comments: 
 
Tom Brennan and Robert Weins, representing Green Garage, LLC 
Susan T Mosey, representing the Midtown Detroit, Inc. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4831 before the committee. 
 
HB 4831 (Lyons) Sales tax; exemptions; over-the-counter tax on prescription 

medications; exempt. 
 
Representative Lyons explained her bill to committee members. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following testified on HB 4831. 
 
Karen Jonas, representing the Michigan Pharmacist Association (support) 
Howard Ryan and Paul Connors, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury (neutral) 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on HB 4831 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Ray Telman, representing the Middle Cities Education Association (oppose) 
Jerry Johnson, representing the Genesee Intermediate School District (oppose) 
Becky Rocho, representing the Calhoun Intermediate School District (oppose) 
Bob KeFgen, representing the Michigan Association of Secondary School Principals (oppose) 
Deena Bosworth, representing the Michigan Association of Counties (oppose) 
Jennifer Smith, representing the Michigan Association of School Boards (oppose) 
David Randels, representing the Oakland Schools (oppose) 
Emily Laidlaw, representing the Michigan Association of School Administrators and the Michigan 
Association of Intermediate School Administrators (oppose) 
Judy Allen, representing the Michigan Townships Association (oppose) 
Tricia Kinley, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce (support) 
Nicole Nystrom, representing the CVS Caremark (support) 
Stacie Buhler, representing Meijer's (support) 
Heather Nicholoff, representing the Michigan Council of Nurse Practitioners (support) 
Matthew Diloreto, representing the National Community Pharmacists Association (support) 
Jeffrey Rowe, representing the Diplomat Specialty Pharmacy (support) 
Joel Kurzman, representing the National Association of Chain Drug Stores (support) 



Jim Mathews, representing the Home Town Pharmacies (support) 
Ron Melaragni, representing Sparrow Pharmacy Plus (support) 
Lisa McCalpine-Wittenmyer, representing Walgreen's Company (support) 
Yvonne Gallagher, representing Sav-Mor Drug Stores (support) 
Dale Masten, representing the Genoa Healthcare (support) 
Steve Japinga, representing the Michigan State Medical Society (support) 
Christine Sheaver, representing the Michigan Association of Health Plans (support) 
Sean Gehle, representing Ascension Health (support) 
Mike Gallagher, representing the Spartan Stores (support) 
 
The following submitted written comments: 
 
Emily Laidlaw, Education Group Memorandum 
 
The Chair laid HB 4891 before the committee. 
 
HB 4891 (Lori) Liquor; tax; earmark of net revenues for substance use disorder 

prevention and treatment programs; create. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to report with recommendation that HB 4891 be referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives: Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, Price, 
Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski and Townsend, 

Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
HB 4891 reported with recommendation to be referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 9:35 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Jeff Farrington, Chair                           David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
September 25, 2013 

________________________________               35 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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