
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
TAX POLICY 

 
 
Room 519 House Office Building               Wednesday 9:00 a.m.            October 2, 2013 
 
Representative Jeff Farrington, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Farrington requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Price, Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend, 

Absent/Excused: None. 
 
Representative Lyons moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on September 25, 2013. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4259 before the committee. 
 
HB 4259 (Durhal) Economic development; obsolete property and rehabilitation; 

eligibility criteria; modify. 
 
Representative Barnett moved to report HB 4259 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-1-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives: Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, Price, 
Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend, 

Nays: Representative Cotter, 
 Pass: None. 
 

HB 4259 reported with recommendation 
 

The Chair laid HB 4760 before the committee. 
 
HB 4760 (Barnett) Taxation; administration; interest rate for certain refunds; increase. 
 
Howard Ryan, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury explained the proposed 
substitute (H-1) to committee members. Questions and discussion followed. 
 



The following submitted testimony cards on HB 4760 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Tricia Kinley, representing the Michigan Chamber Commerce (support) 
John Lindley, representing the Michigan Association of Certified Public Accountants (support) 
Andy Johnston, representing the Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce (support) 
Allie Bush, representing the Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce (support) 
 
Representative Barnett moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for HB 4760. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives: Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Price, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend, 

Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Barnett moved to report HB 4760 with recommendation as substitute (H-1) 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-1 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives: Farrington, O'Brien, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, Price, Kelly, 
Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend, 

Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representative Genetski. 
 

HB 4760 reported with recommendation as substitute (H-1) 
 
The Chair laid HB 4831 before the committee. 
 
HB 4831 (Lyons) Sales tax; exemptions; over-the-counter tax on prescription 

medications; exempt. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on HB 4831 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Howard Ryan, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury (neutral) 
Tricia Kinley, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce (support) 
Stacie Buhler, representing Meijer (support) 
Del Chenault, representing Rite Aid (support) 
Jim Cavanagh, representing the Multi State Epic Pharmacies (support) 
Kathleen Merry, representing Wayne Regional Education Service Agency (oppose) 
 
Representative Switalski moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 4831 
 1. Amend page 4, following line 6, by inserting:  
 "Enacting section 1. The legislature shall annually appropriate sufficient funds from the 



state general fund to the state school aid fund created in section 11 of article IX of the state 
constitution of 1963 to fully compensate for any loss of revenue to the state school aid fund 
resulting from the enactment of this amendatory act. 
 Enacting section 2. The legislature shall annually appropriate sufficient funds from the 
state general fund to all townships, cities, and villages in this state to fully compensate all 
townships, cities, and villages in this state for any loss of revenue under section 10 of article IX 
of the state constitution of 1963 resulting from the enactment of this amendatory act.".  
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 5-8-1 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend, 
Nays: Representatives Farrington, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, Price, Kelly, 

 Pass: Representative O'Brien. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to report HB 4831 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-1 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives: Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Price, Kelly, Barnett, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend, 

Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representative Switalski. 
 

HB 4831 reported with recommendation 
 
The Chair laid SB 489 and SB 490 before the committee. 
 
SB 489 (Brandenburg) Property tax; exemptions; exemption for certain eligible personal 

property; revise eligibility and reporting requirements. 
 
SB 490 (Brandenburg) Property tax; exemptions; certain definitions and dates; modify, 

and provide other general amendments. 
 
Howard Ryan, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury, testified indicating support 
for SB 489 and SB 490. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Bill Fowler and Mickey Knight, representing the Michigan Assessors Association, testified in 
opposition to SB 489 and SB 490.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards but did not wish to speak. 
 
Tricia Kinley, representing the Michigan Chamber Commerce (support) 
Samantha Jones Harkins, representing the Michigan Municipal League (neutral) 
Brad Ward, representing the Michigan Association of Realtors (support) 



Allie Bush, representing the Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce (support) 
Deena Bosworth, representing the Michigan Association of Counties (neutral) 
Judy Allen, representing the Michigan Townships Association (neutral) 
Mike Johnston, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association (support) 
Charlie Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (support) 
Brad Williams, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber of Commerce (support) 
 
The following submitted written comments on SB 489 and SB 490. 
 
Samantha Jones Harkins, representing the Michigan Municipal League 
 
Representative Foster moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for SB 489. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives: Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Price, Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend, 

Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Kelly moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for SB 490. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives: Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Price, Somerville, Kelly, Barnett, Switalski, Haugh, LaVoy and Townsend, 

Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 9:45 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Jeff Farrington, Chair                            David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
October 2, 2013 

________________________________               45 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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