
 
 

Minutes of the House Standing Committee 
on 

Tourism 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thursday, May 2, 2013              9:00 a.m.      Room 327 House Office Building 
 
The House Standing Committee on Tourism was called to order by Representative Peter Pettalia, 
Chair. 

_____ 
The Clerk called the roll; members present were Representatives Pettalia, Goike, Crawford, 
Genetski, Rendon, Pagel, Kosowski, Brunner, and Kivela.  (9/9) 
The Clerk announced that a quorum was present. 

______ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee the minutes of April 25, 2013 as printed. 
 
Representative Kivela moved to adopt the minutes of April 25, 2013 as printed. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 
present; the minutes were adopted as printed. 

_____ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee presentations on Michigan's Agriculture Tourism Industry.   
 
Matt Kapp, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau, briefed the committee on their support of 
further development of the agri-tourism industry in Michigan.   
 
Chuck Goodman, representing the Michigan Agri-tourism Association, did a PowerPoint 
presentation on Michigan's agriculture tourism industry.  Following his presentation, Mr. 
Goodman answered members' questions.  A copy of his pamphlet is attached. 
 
Abby Jacobson, owner of Westview Orchards, briefed the committee on her agri-tourist business 
in Macomb County.  Ms. Jacobson responded to various committee members questions 
following her testimony. 
 
Donald Coe, co-owner of Black Star Farms and Michigan Agriculture and Rural Development 
Commissioner, did a Power Point presentation on Black Star Farms.  Following his presentation, 
Mr. Coe answered members' questions.  A copy of his pamphlet is attached. 
 
 
 



Minutes of the House Standing Committee on Tourism 
Thursday, May 2, 2013 
2   
 

 

Derek Bajema, Legislative Liaison for the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, 
and Linda Jones, Executive Director of the Grape and Wine Industry Council, updated the 
committee on the grape and wine industry.  Following their testimony, Mr. Bajema and Ms. 
Jones addressed questions from committee members.  
 
Scott Breslin, representing the Michigan Brewers Guild, introduced members of the guild, who 
came to update the committee on Michigan's beer industry: Scott Newman, representing Shorts 
Brewing Company; Chaz Thompson, representing Schmohz Brewing Company; and Jarred Sper, 
representing Perrin Brewing Company.  Mr. Newman and Mr. Thompson conveyed to the 
committee how this industry is bringing tourists to Michigan.  Both men answered questions 
from various members following their testimony. 
 
Dianna Stampfler, President of Promote Michigan, articulated to the committee members the 
need for agri-tourism in our state.  Ms. Stampfler replied to various questions from members. 
 
Donald Coe came forth to address a member's question. 

______ 
 

There being no other business before the committee, the Chair moved to adjourn the meeting.  
The motion prevailed, the time being 10:15 a.m. 
The Committee was adjourned. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Peter Pettalia, Chair  
House Standing Committee on Tourism 
 
 
 
____________________________   ______________________________  
Joy Brewer, Committee Clerk              Date approved by the committee 
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