
 
 

Minutes of the House Standing Committee 
on 

Tourism 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thursday, September 26, 2013             9:00 a.m.      Room 327 House Office Building 
 
The House Standing Committee on Tourism was called to order by Representative Peter Pettalia, 
Chair. 

_____ 
 
The Clerk called the roll; members present were Representatives Pettalia, Goike, Genetski, 
Rendon, Pagel, Kosowski, Brunner, and Kivela.  (8/9) 
Member absent and excused was Representative Crawford.  (1/9) 
The Clerk announced that a quorum was present. 

______ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee the minutes of May 23, 2013 as printed. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to adopt the minutes of May 23, 2013 as printed. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 
present; the minutes were adopted as printed. 

_____ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee a presentation given by the Department of Natural 
Resources.   
 
Trevor VanDyke, Legislative Liaison, and Policy Advisor for the Department of Natural 
Resources, and Russell Mason, Director of the Wildlife Division  for the Department of Natural 
Resources, provided the committee with an update on the various divisions within the 
department, and presented a preview of future programs.  Following their testimony,  Mr. 
VanDyke and Mr. Mason addressed various questions from committee members.  Copies of the 
department's handouts are attached. 

______ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee an update on the Michigan Travel Commission.   
 
Roger Curtis, President of Michigan International Speedway and the new Chairman of the 
Michigan Travel Commission, delivered to the committee a brief update on the recently formed 
Travel Commission.  Following his comments, Mr. Curtis responded to various questions from 
committee members.  Copies of her materials are attached. 

______ 
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The Chair laid before the committee an update on Michigan Snowsports Industries Association. 
 
Mickey MacWilliams, Executive Director for the Michigan Snowsports Industries Association, 
gave a brief update on what her association will be doing this winter's tourist season.  Following 
her remarks, Ms. MacWilliams answered questions from committee members.  A copy of her 
folder is attached. 

______ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee presentation on Travel Michigan.   
 
George Zimmerman, Vice President for Travel Michigan in the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation (MEDC), did a PowerPoint presentation on the Pure Michigan 
campaign.  Following his presentation, Mr. Zimmerman and Mr. James McBryde, Legislative 
Liaison for MEDC, addressed various questions from committee members.  Copies of their 
presentation is attached. 

______ 
 

Representative Goike moved to excuse Representative Crawford from today’s committee 
meeting. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 
present; Representative Crawford was excused. 

_____ 
 
There being no other business before the committee, Representative Rendon moved to 
adjourn the meeting.  
The motion prevailed, the time being 10:24 a.m. 
The Chair declared the Committee adjourned. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Peter Pettalia, Chair  
House Standing Committee on Tourism 
 
 
 
____________________________   ______________________________  
Joy Brewer, Committee Clerk               Date approved by the committee 
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