
 

  

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

 

Wednesday, November 4, 2015 10:30 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 

 

Representative Lauwers, Chair, called the Joint Meeting of the Standing Committee on Agriculture 

and the Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture and Rural Development to order.  

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Lauwers, Cole, Franz, Glardon, Johnson, Outman, 

Rendon, Hughes, B. Roberts, Sheppard, Vaupel, Brunner, Darany, Talabi, Driskell, LaVoy, 

Garrett.   

 

Dr. James Averill, State Veterinarian for the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural 

Development (MDARD) spoke to the Committee regarding pathogenic avian influenza:  21 states 

affected (15 with commercial poultry, 6 with wildlife only); operations affected; the quick- acting 

effects to a flock; economic impact; ban on imports to other countries; response plans in place in 

Michigan (quarantine of affected premises,, control zones, communications and responder safety); 

areas of focus to enhance a response plan; and the role of MDARD to protect, regulate and promote 

animal health.   

 

Dr. John Baker, Michigan State University, Dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine, and Dr. 

Rachel Reams, MSU Diagnostic Center Director, spoke to the Committee regarding Diagnostics for 

Population and Animal Health and reviewed the following topics:  agricultural poisoning, bovine 

tuberculosis, re-emergence of diseases; agriculture and food safety; state support for diagnostic 

laboratories; accreditation for the Diagnostic Center; and funding and infrastructure.   

 

Dennis Iott and Mike Wenkel, representing the Potato Growers of Michigan, discussed potatoes 

produced;  the role of potato growers in state economy; investments for research; management tools 

to fight disease; protection of soil health; and school food salad bar programs. 

 

Subsequent to the presentations, the Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture and Rural 

Development adjourned.  

 

Chair Lauwers laid the following bills before the Standing Committee on Agriculture. 

 

HB 4408 (Crawford) Health occupations; veterinarians; veterinarian continuing education 

requirement; modify, and include veterinary technicians. 

 

HB 4999 (McBroom) Health; pharmaceuticals; dispensing prescription drug or device 

requirements; expand to include an out-of-state veterinary prescriber, 

and amend certain veterinary licensing fees. 

 

George Carr, representing the Michigan Veterinary Medical Association, was available to answer 

questions and submitted a card indicating support for the bills.  

 

 

 



 

Representative Vaupel made a motion to adopt HB 4999 (H-1). 

 

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Lauwers, Cole, Franz, Glardon, Johnson, Outman, Rendon, Hughes, B. 

Roberts, Sheppard, Vaupel, Brunner, Darany, Talabi, Driskell, Garrett.  (16/17) 

Nays:  None. (0/17) 

Pass:  None. (0/17)  (16/0/0) 

 

A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  

 

The Chair stated that the Committee would stand at ease, time being 11:30 a.m. 

 

Chair Lauwers reconvened the meeting at 11:36 a.m. 

 

Representative Vaupel made a motion to report HB 4999 (H-1) with recommendation.  

 

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Lauwers, Cole, Franz, Glardon, Johnson, Outman, Rendon, Hughes, B. 

Roberts, Sheppard, Vaupel, Brunner, Darany, Talabi, Driskell, LaVoy.  (16/17) 

Nays:  Representative Garrett. (1/17) 

Pass:  None. (0/17)  (16/1/0) 

 

A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed. 

  

Representative Cole made a motion to report HB 4408 (H-3) with recommendation.  

 

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Lauwers, Cole, Franz, Glardon, Johnson, Outman, Rendon, Hughes, B. 

Roberts, Sheppard, Vaupel, Brunner, Darany, Talabi, Driskell, LaVoy, Garrett.  (17/17) 

Nays:  None.  (0/17) 

Pass:  None. (0/17)  (17/0/0) 

 

A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  

 

Representative Cole made a motion to adopt the minutes from the meeting held on October 28, 2015.  

No objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  

 

There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Lauwers declared the meeting 

adjourned, the time being 11:39 a.m. 

 

_________________________________ 

Representative Dan Lauwers, Chair   Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk (517)  373-8538 

 

 


