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WORKFORCE AND TALENT DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

 

Thursday, April 28, 2016                10:30 a.m.                    Room 519 House Office Building  

 

The House Standing Committee on Workforce and Talent Development was called to order by 

Chairman Johnson.   

 

Members present: Reps. Johnson, Tedder, Farrington, Price, Lauwers, Crawford, Iden, Brett 

Roberts, Howell, Brinks, Townsend, Geiss, Greig, Liberati, Love. 

Members absent/excused: None. 

 

Representative Tedder moved to adopt the minutes of April 14, 2016.  There being no objection, 

the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.  

 

Chairman Johnson laid before the committee a presentation by Tim Sowton, representing 

Business Leaders for Michigan. 

 

Tim Sowton, representing Business Leaders for Michigan, gave a presentation to the committee.  

Questions and discussion followed. 

 

Chairman Johnson laid the following bill before the committee: 

 

HB 5463 (Lyons) Education; curriculum; foreign language requirement; allow to be 

fulfilled by completion of computer coding courses. 

 

Representative Lyons and Michael Lomonaco, representing Open Systems Technology, testified 

in support of the bill.  Questions and discussion followed. 

 

Representative Tedder moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5463.  The substitute (H-1) to HB 

5463 was adopted, the vote being 14-0-0. 

 

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 

 Yeas: Reps. Johnson, Tedder, Farrington, Price, Lauwers, Crawford, Iden, Brett Roberts, 

Howell, Brinks, Townsend, Geiss, Greig, Liberati. 

 Nays: None. 

 Pass: None. 

 

Dan Behm, Elbert Yeh, Salonee Marwaha, and Gregory Poole, all representing Forest Hills 

Public Schools, testified in support of the bill. 

 

Chairman Johnson recognized Representative Tedder for an announcement.  Representative 



 

Tedder introduced his special guest, his son, Briggs Tedder.  The committee members welcomed 

Briggs. 

 

Mark Smith, representing the Michigan Association for Computer Users in Learning, testified in 

support of the bill. 

 

Lori Wetzel, representing the Fraser Public Schools, testified in support of the bill. 

 

Chris Glass, representing the West Michigan Talent Triangle, and Allie Bush, representing the 

Grand Rapids Area Chamber, testified in support of the bill. 

 

Linda Forward and Michelle Ribant, representing the Michigan Department of Education, 

submitted a card with a neutral position on the bill, wishing to speak but unable due to time 

constraints. 

 

Matt Mincieli, representing TechNet, submitted a card in support of the bill, not wishing to 

speak. 

 

Lisa Hansknecht, representing Oakland Schools, submitted a card in opposition to the bill, not 

wishing to speak. 

 

There being no further business before the committee, Chairman Johnson adjourned the meeting, 

the time being 11:59 a.m. 
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