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What Is Stormwater?

Natural  Environment:  
Rain fa l ls  to  the ground and is  absorbed 
where i t  lands (perv ious sur faces) .

Buil t  Environment:
Roof tops,  roadways,  dr iveways and 
park ing lo ts  prevent  ra in  f rom soaking in  
( imperv ious sur faces) .  



Stormwater Runoff and Associated Problems

Over loading of  s tormwater  in f rast ructure can lead to  
widespread proper ty  damage and ext reme f looding dur ing 
heavy ra in fa l l .  



Stormwater Runoff and 
Associated Problems   
Results in:

• F lashy s t reams
• Eros ion
• Trash
• Thermal  po l lu t ion
• Nutr ient  loading
• Habi ta t  loss

Poor water  qual i ty !



Solutions to Reduce 
Stormwater Runoff
Low Impact  Development  (LID)

Green Inf rast ructure (GI)

Key Takeaway: Effect ive 
s t rategies reduce percentage of  
imperv ious groundcover  and 
increase stormwater  re tent ion



Green Infrastructure

Strategies:

• Rain barre ls
• Graded r iverbanks
• Green catch basins
• Curb cuts
• Green roofs
• Permeable pavements
• Watershed p lanning



Percent  Imperv ious Groundcover in Great  Lakes Region (EPA)



Thank You! 
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