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October 24, 2013

Tonya Schuiltmaker
State Caritol Bldg.
PO Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909

Dear Senator Schuitmaker,

We are contacting you regarding the number of district
court judgeships that we believe Van Buren County requires. If
you recall, about three years ago or so, one of our judgeships
was eliminated by legislation which will reduce us to one
district court judge by attrition. At that time all of the
judges but one in this county opposed the elimination but we
were unsuccessful.

Please be advised that we still take the position that two
district court judges are required for Van Buren County. We
believe that the caseload count that was relied upon to reduce.
the total number of judges was flawed and inaccurate. The
current caseload for the 7" District Court has not fallen and
indeed, from the last review, has risen. In addition the
comparisons of our statistics with other counties prove that Van
3uren County was treated differently and unfairly in regard to

the weighing of the quasi judicial officers.



Testimony of William C. Buhl, Retired Circuit Judge
House Judiciary Committee Hearing November 14, 2013

On SB 653

My name is William C. Buhl and | am a retired Circuit Judge from Van Buren County.
Senate Bill 653 includes a provision restoring five judges to Van Buren County. By 19 PA 2012
Van Buren County lost one district judge, after an initial proposal to lose a circuit judge. The
reduction of judicial numbers in Van Buren County, in district or circuit court was ill-advised.

I'am uniquely equipped to comment on Van Buren County’s judicial history and needs. |
was Assistant Prosecutor for the County when the first two district judges were elected in 1968
served as Prosecuting Attorney from January 1, 1969 to December 9, 1974 when | was
appointed District Judge, and served in that capacity until | was elected to Circuit Court in 1988,
I retired at the end of 2010.

’

Judicial Resource Recommendations were made in 1999, 2003, 2005, 2007 and 2009.
Van Buren County had its lowest rating in 2009 at 4.4 judges needed, yet not one of these
studies suggested that the county lose a judge.

One of the easiest ways to demonstrate trends in case load is to study District Court
traffic misdemeanor and civil infraction new case filings and drinking driving new case filings:

STATEWIDE VAN BUREN COUNTY
Year Traffic misd. OQWI/OUIL Traffic misd. OWL/OUIL

and civil infractions and civil infractions
2002 2175625 60572 14443 619
2003 2177786 59809 13240 552
2004 2011146 56140 12589 586
2005 2062952 55668 13185 572
2006 2101832 54096 11855 560
2007 2128535 50966 11230 497
2008 1983146 48443 8578 552
2009 1858254 46550 9685 566
2010 1787769 41531 8578 552
2011 1634736 36493 9050 476

2012 1588357 36084 10157 506



Since 2010 the statewide figures show that we are still feeling the effects of the
economic downturn. Traffic case new filings from 2010 to 2012 dropped another 11% with
OWI/OUIL case down another 13%. But in Van Buren County traffic new filings for the same
period are up 18%. OWI/OUIL filings dropped only 8%. The Seventh District Court reports to
me that 2013 new filings continue to rise. It is very possible that with the economic recovery,
slow as it is, MSP Post 55 could be restored.

It is also unhealthy to have a county living on a time bomb. Will we continue with five
judges until 2028, or will one of our judges decide to retire, or will an unexpected death reduce
the county to four judges?

For all these reasons, SB 653 should become law.
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