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Good morning, Chair Price and members of the committee. Thank you for the opportunity to
testify today on House Bill 4822. | am Alicia Guevara Warren, Kids Count project director at the
Michigan League for Public Policy, a nonpartisan policy institute dedicated to economic
opportunity for all. We all understand the important benchmark third-grade reading presents
for future academic outcomes. House Bill 4822 represents a much improved strategy to help
students by providing early and intensive interventions, good cause exemptions, and parental
engagement. While we are mostly supportive of the bill, we do have a couple of concerns we
hope can be addressed in the final version of the bill.

According to the most recent Kids Count Data Book, which ranks each state based on 16
indicators related to child well-being, Michigan is ranked 37" in the country in education. We
are dead last in the Midwest for both overall child well-being and education. In fact, the second
worst state in the region for education is indiana, which is ranked 25", more than 10 spots
better than Michigan. While Minnesota, ranked first in the country for child well-being, had the
best education ranking in the Midwest at 6,

Two of the four education indicators involving our youngest learners actually worsened from
the last year of the Great Recession (2008) compared with the most current data available.
Michigan had fewer children attending preschool and fewer fourth-graders considered
proficient in reading. The governor’s Third-Grade Reading Initiative and the work of this
committee on House Bill 4822 are great first steps to improving these trends.

House Bill 4822 outlines tools and structure to ensure early interventions to provide students
with individualized plans and includes ongoing screening and monitoring to improve reading
proficiency. Research shows that parent engagement is key to successful student outcomes and
the bill ensures that parents are a part of the reading improvement plan. However, we are
concerned with some of the language in the legislation around this topic, which | will discuss
momentarily.
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Jane Zehnder-Merrell, Kids Count in Michigan Project Director

Fact Sheet: Promoting Early Literacy in Michigan

We all can agree that children should be provided the supports they need to become literate by the end of the third
grade. Most students who fail to reach this critical milestone fall further behind and often drop out before earning a high
school diploma. Low-Income students are at higher risk of low literacy skills than their peers from higher-income families

and well-resourced schools,

INVEST: States that have seen the most dramatic
improvements in early literacy have made substantial
investments in early interventions. Without additional
funding, schools with large numbers of disadvantaged
students are hampered in thelr efforts. For example, the
substantial gains in reading proficiency among Florida
students were aided by $165 million to support reading
specizlists and summer programs.

CURRENT SITUATION IN MICHIGAN: Roughly 40,000 of
the state’s third-graders did not demonstrate proficien-
cy in MEAP reading in 2013, and 10,000 of those had
scores at the most elementary level (4)—NOT proficient.

State efforts must begin long before children reach the
third grade or even kindergarten. The first three years of
fife provide a critical window of opportunity to

k improve the life chances of children.

EARLY INTERVENTION IS PREVENTION: Let’s begin by
strengthening existing systems for maternal and infant
health, child iead poisoning prevention, early interven-
tion for children with disabilities or developmental
delays and improved access to subsidized high quality
child care. Expanded access to preschool for 3-year-olds

Almost two of every five third-graders in

Michigan did not demonstrate proficiency
in reading on the state test.

I
i ; e —
| Level 3
Partially
| Proficient
\ 30,883 : Level 4
I — — NOT
Proficient
9,713
J Proficlent
|
Level 1
Advanced
8,768

Source: Michigan Department of Education, 2013 Grade 3 Reading MEAP

and dental care for Medicaid-eligibie children would
also enhance readiness.

POVERTY: The clear connection between poverty and
academic achievement must be addressed. Raising the
state Earned Income Tax Credit and strengthening family
supports will improve achievement. Parents in low-wage
jobs with minimal benefits need family-friendly policies
at work and in government programs.

This research was funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. We thank them for their support but acknowledge
that the findings and conclusions presented in this report are those of the author alone, and do not necessarily

reflect the opinions of the Foundation.
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Race for Results Indicators: Michigan vs. United States

— e e

African  |American | Astan/Pacific

i
Race for Results Index Indicators (percentages) | BLatio
c¢ Tor fiesulis Incex Indlcators [percentages American li Indian lu‘ Islander ] Hispanic
| L ]
Ml 92 86 91 91 93 93
Babies Born At Normal Birthweight: 2011 _
us 92 87 92 92 { o3 98 |
61 61 | 70 7 5 62 |
Children Ages 3 to 5 Enrolled In Nursery Mi Lo 6 &
School, Preschool or Kindergarten: 2010-12 | ;¢ 60 63 856 65 54 62
S —
Fourth Graders Who Scored At or Above Mi 31 12 45 21 37
Proficient in Reading: 2013 us 34 17 72 51 19 a5
Eighth Graders Who Scored At or Above Mi 31 7 60 14 36
Proficient In Math: 2013 us a4 14 71 60 21 44
Females Ages 15 to 19 Who Delay Mi 94 87 922 929 89 926
Childbearing Until Adulthood us 93 89 87 o8 88 96
High-School Students Graduating on Time: Mt 76 59 63 93 63 82
LU R us| s 66 €9 94 7 83
Young Adults Ages 19 to 26 Who Are In Mi 81 65 67 94 78 85
School or Working: 2010-12 us 83 72 65 93 77 86
Young Adults Ages 25 to 29 Who Have M 36 19 12 = 73 '. 20 40
Completed an Assaciate's Degree or ! ] i
Higher: 2010-12 us 39 26 19 et 19 4
Children Who Live With A Householder Mi §n ' 83 89 89- ' 71 93
Who Has At Least A High School Diploma: | ' . _ :
2010-12 US [BEB5SE 85 a3 88 63 93
Children Who Live In Two-Parent Families: M| 69 32 - 65 i 89 _ 65 _ 78
2010-12 us 68 37 - B 84 65 77
Children Living Above 200% of Poverty: Mi 54 26 46 73 { 36 63
2010-12 us [F s 35 3 | e | 36 69
Children Who Live in Low Poverty Areas Mi 72 30 81 . 55 84
{poverty <20%): 2007-11 Us 74 50 51 84 57 86

Note: Racial and Hispanic origin categories are mutually exclusive.

Percentages in yellow are 5 or more percentage points below {worse than) the national average; percentages in blue/green are 5 or
more percentage points above (better than) the national average.

S —data suppressed due to small numbers.






