Testimony for HB 4264, September 7, 2016

Presenter: Richard A. Santer PhD, Geographer, Constituent of Rep. Phil Potvin, 102d District

Introduction; Thank you Chairman Chatfield and members of the Local Government
Committee. | have been working on this problem as an educator since 1974 when
the State Bicentennial symbol omitted the western Upper Peninsula.

Purpose: This Bill is to establish a written description of the Michigan border with the
several changes since Article One of the 1908 Constitution.

Why Important:
1. Michigan has no current boundary description, unlike the Constitutions of 1850

and 1908 (see copies attached).
e The boundary description was deleted from the current 1963 Constitution.
2. Protection of our territory from further losses of land, islands, water and
bottomland resources to other states {see Table and map).
e Inthe 1920’s and 1930’'s Michigan lost to Wisconsin 125 sg. mi. near the
Montreal River and all istands of the Lower Menominee River. Additionally,
lost were four (4) islands and water area of Green Bay. In 1947 the State gave up
to Minnesota a small area of Lake Superior at Pigeon Point.
¢ In 1973 the U.S. Supreme Court awarded about 150 sq. mi. of Lake Erie to Ohio.
Other border changes occurred in 1908 and 1917.
3. Educators of Michigan Geography, History and others need an up-to-date boundary
description to communicate the true area of citizen responsibility.

Conclusion:
There have been so many border changes since the well-known 1836 “Toledo War” that
a 21s Century boundary description is long overdue. Thank you

RICHARD A. SANTER, PHD.

18140 Steven Court
Big Rapids, Ml 49307-9728

{231) 796-2022
E-mail: rrsanter531@gmail.com




Michigan's boundaries

TABEE!.2 The primary documents invalved in Michigan's contemparary boundary locations, 1783-1973

1783-1908 intemational Treaties

1783 | Trealy of Paris

1814 | Treaty of Ghant

1842 | Webster and Ashburton Tieaty

1808 | U.S.-Gt Britian Demarcation Treaty {U.S. and Canada Water/1siand borders)
1767 Congress Act under Articles of Confederation: Northwest Ordinance (Border
desciptions for future states)

1802-1857 U.S. Congress Statehood Acts

1802 | Ohio (proviso ine to include Maumee Bay-Toledo)

1816 | Indiana (10 mies north of NW Ordinance fing)

1818 | lEnois {60 mies north of NW Ordinance Ene)

1836 | Michigan (Toledo strip created)

1848 | Wisconsin {Headwaters of Montrea! River and maln channels uncertain)
1857 | Minhesola (Pigeon River mouth "tuming point™ ambiguous)

1805 U.S. Congress Michigan Territorial Act (Describes border as in Northwest
Ordinance)

1850 and 1808 Michigan Constitutions (Revised border description with Wisconsin)

1917 Michigan and Chio legistatures Resolutions: August 10, 1917 Michigan Joint
Resolution (Retracerment and monumenting OH-MI border)

18261936 U.S. Supreme Court Decisions {Wisconsin-Michigan border segments)

1947 inerstate Compact
Michigan PA 267-1847; MCL 2.201-206 (Minnesota-Michigan-Wisconsin border)

1973 U.S. Suprema Court—special Masters Report ang Decision (Lake Erie boundary}

Post-1805 Michigan
Boundary Change Sites
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Base Map: USDC-Bur. of Comp Yok, 4

Map2 . Indiana Ohio




CONSTITUTION _Um THE STATE OF MICHIGAN., - -

1850
TABLE, OF GONTENTS. .
- "N\ A51008 L—Botndaies., AXTICLE XTIT.~Education. b
ir AETIOLE IT.—8ess of government. ABTI0LE XIV.~Finance and taxation.

*" ARTIOLE IL—Division .of the‘powers ARTICLE XV —~Corporations.
; of govarnment. < AXTIOLE X VT —~Exsmptions.
* | ArTiLEIV.—Legislative department. | Aryzors XVIT—Militia, -
ARTI0LE V.~Executive department, ARTIOLE XVIIL —Miscellaneons pro-

Anzrors VL—Jodicisl department. visions.
. ABRTICLE VIL—Electons, AnTictx XIT —Upper Peninsula.
s ARTIOLE VIIL —State offlcors. . ARTICLE XTX-A ~-Raflrosds, -
" . Anriors JX.~—Salaries. AnTicLE XX.~Amondment and revi-
* . . A®ETICLE X.—Counties. *  ulon of constitution,
.. ABTIOCE XL—~Townships, . ‘BCREDULE. .
. ARTICLE XTL—Impeachmants and re-

T movals from offlce. )
" [Annotatad to July 14, 1900.]

: E?E.oua.mnﬁougbkgmgﬁﬂu.
| .. ARDIGLEY,

BOTNDARDEL.
A ————

*- 'The Btats of Miohigan conmists of and has jurisdiction over the tare Tersitorial
xitory embraced within the following boundaries, to-wit: CommengeJerisdicsion,
H Tt -uﬂvnuvabneﬁni.ggg:uoonns-lﬂong. :

same—aald point baing the northwest corner of the stats of Ohio, as
estublished by an act o0f congross. entitled “Axn act to establish the
northern boundary line of the atate of Ohlo, and to provide for the Lt
* . admisaion of the stata of Michigan into the union upon the conditions

therein exprossed,” approved June fiftecnth, one thousand aight ban-.

. dred and thirty-aix, thence with the said boundary line of ths atats o2 .
. Ohlo.&fll & intersects the bomndary line hetween the United States .

" ‘andCavadain Like Exis, thence with said boundary line between the
United Statea and Cansds through the Detrolt river, Lake Hoyon and

g . .Egvgilgggggggggm&w?

" =or; theuce In a.direct- line through Lake. Bupedor to the
mopth of the Montyeal river;  thence through the middls of
the.main channel of the sald river Montreal to the head waters

- thersof; thence in a direct line to the center of the'channal betwean r

. .Eu&.ﬁggiﬁﬁggﬁngmgfrgsn

. ling to the scuthern shore of Lake Mrule; theprs along said saonthern
shoce and down the.rivar lirole to the main cliannal of the Menomi-'
uﬂni4§§§mﬂn§iﬁ9aggﬂuﬂnlﬂms .
the centerof the most-usual abip chitniel of the-Green Bay,of Lake - -
Michigan; tioncethrough tha center of the most tanal. ship channel
. of the exid bay to-the middle of Laks Miuhizan; thance'through the .
middle of Lake Mishigin to the northern boundary of the Stuts of In- -
diana, as that ling was- establisbed by the a0E of congredi‘af the nine -
Seeuth.of Apcil, eighteen handred and sixteen; thenos dua-east with
the north boundary line of ‘the said sate of Indisns to the northesst
‘corner thereof; and thenas sonth with the ematémn boundary line of .
Indians to the place of beginning. R A

Feople v, Tyler, T Mich. 1a1. .

1908 . -
CONSTITUTION OF THE m.m.k_.ﬁ OF MICHIGAN.

~ ArTicre L—EBonndaries and seat of government,

Aariets II.—Declaration of rights.

ArTicte III—Rlsctive franchisa. 3
AnrTicTa IV.—Division of the powera .o».uoEauﬂ..
ArTictn V.—Legislative s-.nnuuﬁw

AnTictz XI—Fduestion.

ARTICL2 XIL— Corporations,

ARTICLE XTI —Eminent domain,

ArTicrs XTV.—Exemptions.

AsTicts XV.—Militla o .
ArTienn ZVI—2XMlscellaneons provislans.
Azricen XVII—Amendment snd revision.
ScEEooLe,

We, the people of the State of Michigan, grateful to Almighty Ged for .th
blesaings of freedom, and earnestly desiring to msenre these blesaings undimin
ished to ilggg.egggggnﬂg

’ ARTICLE 1.
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