MICHIGAN
Environmental |

March 8, 2016

House Natural Resources Committee
Lansing, Michigan

Re: SB 363 — Discount Leases for Breakwalls on Great Lakes Bottomlands

Dear Representatives,

The Michigan Environmental Council is a coalition of over 65 environmental,
conservation and faith-based groups located across the statc of Michigan. Many of these
groups spend the vast majority of their efforts trying to restore or improve water quality
in Michigan.

The Michigan Environmental Council opposes SB 363 as a step in the wrong direction.
Breakwalls have been documents by scientists as having a number of negative impacts on
water quality and fish spawning habitat including wave reflection off vertical wails
causes bottom scour to occur, increased water turbidity, and impacts to spawning areas
and aquatic vegetation. Attached to this testimony is an example of steps other
jurisdictions are taking to discourage the use of hardened shoreline structures.

The bottomlands of the Great Lakes are held in trust by the State of Michigan for the
benefit of all residents. This legislation provides a subsidy to lake front property owners
for taking actions which is detrimental to the lakes. We see this legislation as a failure of
the legislature to undertake its duty to protect the lakes for all the residents of Michigan.

We urge a no vote on the legislation.

Sincerely,

James Clift, Policy Director

602 W, lonia Street * Lansing, MI 48933 = {517) 487-8539 = info@environmentalcouncil.org ¢ www.environmentalcouncil.org
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